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THE 


PREFACE 


FW Authors agree in the 
_ Definition of Matrimony, 
Charron calls it a wiſe Bargam, 
« State, or an honourable Comun= 
\ (ton; ſome greater Criticks call it 
| a Toak, a Communon of Evils 
and Puniſhments, a Society of 
Cares and Troubles, But with- 
out adhering to the Sentiments of 
the one.” or the different Opinion 
| of others that criticize upon it, I 
' ſhall define Matrimony according 
| to the Canoniſis, to be, a ſacred 
| A 2 Union 
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The Preface. 


Umnon of Man and Woman, not to 
be diſſofved but by the Death of 
one of them, Matrimonium | 
eſt virt & mulieris Conjun- | 
Etio individuam vite Socie- 

- tatem CONTLNENS, 


6 


Thais ts-the firſt and moſt an- 
cent State, owing its Inſtitution 
to the ſupreme Author of Nature ; 
and of the greater conſequence, 
becauſe it rs. the foundation of Hu- 
mane Soctety, the Original of 
Familtes, and of Kingdoms. Pri- 
ma Societas eſt in Conugio, 
quod principium urbis, ſemi- 
narwum Republice. 


Marriage 7s not ſolemnized 
en the fame manner every where, 


but the Rules and Laws of Mar- 


Ta gES 


UM| 


LHMAIL 


The Preface; 


TH4geS are more or was ac- 
cording to the Drverſuy of Re- 
I1g10n and Nations. Among the 
Chriſtians they are the moſt ſtrit, 
when the creates part of other 
Religions to make Marriages 
more free, eaſy and fruitful, al- 
low Polygamy and Dryorce. Tet, 
among w the different Laws and 
Cuſtoms in the World, there is 
no Nation ſo Barbarous, as not 
to folemniz.e Marriage with ſome 
Rites, Ceremonies, and publick 
Reporcmngs, 


This made the Author enquire 
and obſerve what are uſed among 
the Chriſtians, Jews, Maho- 
metans and Idolaters, which 
make up the four Religions that 
are known to tue World, And 

A-4 as 


The Preface. 


as the Religion of the Jews ts the 


moſt Ancient, and God has been 
pleaſed in a peculiar manner to 
honour them wuh the Name of his 
choſen People ; per Rites are 
firſt deſcribed m this ſmall Trea- 
tiſe of Marriage Ceremonies, 
whiah ts here ſubmitted to the 
Judgment of the Candid Rea- 
der, and tis hoped may be to 
bs SatisfaFÞion. 


SOME 


| 


| 
' 


UMI 


| SOME 


REMARKS 


Upon the enſuing 


TREATISE 


| WR AT 4rriage being the Port, or 
| V Haven, at which moſt of 
the Sons and Daughters 
of Eve deſign to touch, ſooner or 
later ; 'tis no wonder that People 
arc uniyerſally curious, to know 
how this tickliſh Ceremony is per- 
form'd in other Countries. We 
find here at home that the firſt 
place in the Common-Prayer- 
Book that young Maidens gene- 
rally dip in, is the Service for //a- 
trimony. 1 once knew a raw Girl 
that cou'd readily make all the 
A 4 Re- 


LUIMI 


(2) 
Reſponſes in that Office, before 
ſhe could Anſwer to one Queſtion 
in her ,Catechiſm. Which occa- 
ſion'd her Father, who was a'grave 
old Gentleman, to wiſh that thoſe 


of her Sex would take as -much . 


care to prepare themſelyes for their 
latter, as for this their firſt end, for 
ſo it proves to molt of them. 


It has been frequently ſaid that 
Marriage and Hanging go by De- 
{tiny, bur, for my part, I am no 
Predeſtinarian ; neither do 1 be- 


lieve, with The reſt of the World, 


that Matches are made in Heaven, 


any more than I believe that all 


Oxen are bought and ſold there, 
before they come to Smirhfeetd 
Market. But tho' I am no ad- 
mirer of Deſtiny, as I ſaid before, 
yet I would not have any one 
inferr from thence, that I belicye 
there's no manner of reſemblance 
between Hanging and Marrying : 
For Hanging, with Reverence be 
it ſpoken, as well as Marrying, is 

| pCer- 


LIV 


SF 


perform'd by tying a Knot, which 
Death only diſſolyes, and then 
they agree too in this particular, 
(which is more ſuitable to the oc- 
caſion of the Book ) thar all civi- 
liz'd Countries in the World ob- 
ſerve different Faſhions in one no 
leſs than the other. | 


The Roman Catholicks make a 
Sacrament of Matrimony, and in 
conſequence of that Notion,” pre- 
rend it confers Grace. The Pro- 
reſtant Divines don't carry Mat- 
ters ſo high, but ſay this.oughr 
ro be underſtood in a 'qualified 
Senſe, and that . Marriage 1o far 
confers Grace, as generally Speak- 
ing it-confers Repentance, which 
every. body knows is a ſtep to 
Grace.'; | 


It muſt be conſeſs'd on all hands . 
that Marriage is the moſt ſerious 
Action that -a Man can engage in, 


«and therefore we ought. to think 


of it, as we do of our Iatter End, 
As with 


(4) 
with Fear and Trembling. _ For 
this reaſon, I cannot endureto hear 
people paſs their ill-natur'd jeſts, 
upon ſo holy an Ordinance. If it is 
a Man's good fortune to meet with | 
a good Wife, he ought to date his 
happineſs in this World from®thar 
very Moment; 'and if ſhe proves 
not as he deſires, he ought to look | 
oyer the Catalogue of his Sins, 
and interpret ic as a Vilitation, or 
at leaſt to take. it patiently. For 
my part commend me to that Gen- 
tleman, who having married a 
Lady of an extraordinary Capa- 
city, never complain'd of his fare, 
nor made his Spouſe uneaſy, bur 
honeſtly thank'd God, that now , 
he had a hole to put his Head 


iN, | F 


The Ladies that read thisBook, 
will find ſufficient reaſon to thank 
Frovidence, .that they were born, 
in ſo good natur'd an: Iſland as 
ours is, where the Preliminaries 
to Marriage are nothing near ſo 
| morole 


(5s) 


| moroſe and ſevere, as they are in 


fome places in the World. To 
give an inſtance of this, our Au- 
thor tell us, Þ. GI. among the Sa- 


_ brians ( a ſort. of Mungril Chriſti- 


ans, that live on the Confines of 


 *Perha next" Turkey. ) the” Parties 


meeting together at Church, the Mi- 
niſter makes the Bride ſwear before 
the Women, tnat ſhe is a Virgin. 
As ill an opiniow'as the World 
injuſtly entertains'of our Females, 
I am very well fatisfyed that there 
are above Forty Thouſand Con- 
ſcientious Wives, 'within the Bills 
of Mortality, that would have 
loſt all, before they would have 
taken ſo taſh and infnaring an 
Oath. * How is it poſſible that a 
Woman {hould poſitively ſwear to 
an imaginary thing, which may be 
loſt=( the Lord knows how ) be- 
tween ſleeping and waking 2 This 
I am ſure of, that no Husband, 
was ever a jot the fecurer, for 
preſcribing arbitrary and Unlaw- 
ful Oaths. 

Yet 


"TN 


Yet as'preat a hardſhip as this ' 


may ſeem to be, ir is nothing'in 
compariſon, of what hardſhips are 


practis'd in ſome Countrjes, even, 


after the Nuptial Ceremonies are 
performed. Thus we find p. 53- 
that among the Greeks, if the We- 
men find in the Bed the next day 
any Signs of a loſt Virginity, they 
make a great Feaſt ;, but when that 
7s wanting, they ſay nothing, the 
Bridegroom fending back the Bride 
to her Relations and Friends. The 
ſame in Human Cuſtom, is like- 


wiſe obſery'd by the Perſtans, as. 


the Reader: may ſee, p. 73. by the 
Moors of © Morocco, p. 82. . the 
Inhabitants of the Kingdom of Fez, 
P. 83. by thoſe of Algiers and Tunis, 
þ+ 88, by the Spaniards who retain 
this Cuſtom from the Moors, pier. 
and lately by the :Jews in Barbary. 
As for the Jatter I don't wonder 
at ir, to find ſuch an'ufage among 
them becaufe they. were {tiff-neck- 
ed people, that was always de- 

| manding 


- 
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manding Signs, and Tokens, nor 
among Infidels . and' Mahometans, 
but that any Chriſtans that are, 
happily freed from the Levirical 
Bondage, ſhould ſtill hanker after 
the old ſuperſtitious Leaven, is 
Matter of the greateſt aſtoniſh- 
ment to, me. I cannot bur refle&t 
with Horrour, how many Ladies 
in Eng/and that now Live comfort- 
ably with their Husbands, and 
are bleſſed with a'numerous'iflue, 
had been Shamefully+ diſcarded 
and ſenthome, if, ever ſuch an un- 
righteous Faſhion as. this had gor 
footing among us. it ſcems to 
- argue a, great deal of - Cruelty in 
the Men, that they ſhou'd reliſh 
no pleaſure bur what comes. at the 
' expence of their deareſt” Conſorts. 
Burt it is my daily Prayer, that 
Providence will protect the Free- 
burn Women of Z»g/and, from ſuch 


| blogdy minded Husbands. 


But tho” the-greareſt part of the 
World, are ſo cxtrayantly fond of 
Vir» 


('8) 
Virginity, yet we find there " 
ſome People that have other N . 
tions of things. Our Author Pp: 
97. acquaints us, that when one 0 
Conchin Marries, whoſoever he rs, 
be. may not lie with his Bride th 
t6r/# Night but is obliged to give het 
toa Bramino, who ies with ber, ani 
that they believe this to be a favour 
and a good Omen. IT hope thci 
Pariſhes in this Country are no 
of a large cxtent, . otherwiſe ch} 
Prieſt has more Work” upon hi, 
Hands,” than he will 'go Shroug. 
with, unleſs he'keeps a Curate £ 
two to relieve him, when Marr|. 
ages come in thick, ., The holdet | 
forth! of our Conventicles, affet 
co be thought great 'pains-taker; , 
and really deferye the Name, tc 
their Bands will teſtify for the! 
both in the Dog-days, and our « 
the Dog-days, that they Swe! 
exccedingly. But, Alaſs,' whar | 
this, if conſider d in the ſame Scats' 
with the drudgery, that rhe 
Prieſts undergo 1n their Miniſtr 
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Ne have often wonderd that the Po- 
phil Clergy that ſtand up fo ſtifly 
tor the divine Right of Firſt fruits, 
"Jon? t Troop in Shoals 'to this 

5, pant, Ti when the _ Voluntarily 


| PAY ſuch an extraordinary Tribute 
anſf9 the Church. 
= 'Tis oblcrrable' that in moſt 
'Countries of the World this Ce- 
cþF<mony i is.perform'd by the Prieſt- 
hihood, who, if they equally pre- 
g/<nded to the power of Looftng, 
. Sas they do to has of Tying, they 
-- Would have more Buſineſs upon 
"Rl their hands than they cou'd well 
: diſpenſe with; Only in Turkey, 
©. married People are joined toge- 
% | ther by the.Cadey, or Civil Ma- 
giltrate, and here in England in 
| Oliver's time by a Juſtice of Peace; 
* ' the: Reaſon alledg'd for it then 
J was, that none was ſo well Qual- 
tified ro Marry others as he, who, 
by his Office was Impower'd to 
E lay people by the Heels, and put 
- them into! the Stocks. 


IC| 
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AsT haye already taken Notice, 
Virginity is reckon'd ſb Effential to 
Marriage in ſeveral Countries, that 


the Poor Bride is Inhumanly diſ- . 


milſs'd, and ſent home to. her Re- 
lations,- if ſhe be found defetive 
in that particular; but, in_ this 
Author we ſhall find, that all the 
World is not of this Humour, in 
Pegu, p.101. the King, and thoſe of 
the Greateſt Quatity, tye not the firſt 
night with their V/ives, But admit 
others, and pay them bountifully that 
will give themſelves the trouble. 
With all due reſpe&t to our Wo- 
men be it ſpoken, I humbly_con- 
ceive that one half, ar leaſt, of the 
married Men. in this Kingdom, if 
they would ſpeak their minds 
freely, muſt do their Wiyes this 
Juſtice, as to own that they ſay'd 
chem this Porter's drudgery, as a 
Monarch ( not inferiour to Solomon 
for Wifdom ) rightly call'd it. 
Our Neighbours of Scoz/and, be- 
fore they came to be tiviliz'd, 

uſed 


\ 
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{ uſed: to lie the firſt night with 
| the Bride, their Vaſlal, but now 
they have flung up ſuch a trou- 
\ bleſom picce, of State, and make 
*\ their Tenants drudge for them- 
© \ ſelves. 
' < 
| We rail at the Church of Rome, 
{and not without reaſon, for ex- 
J ating implicite Obedience from 
| her Sons; bur, alaſs, what ſigni- 
! fles-it to take na few Articles up- 
on the Credit of the Prieſt ; but 
to take a Wife, as our Author: 
tells us they do in Muſcovy, and 
other places, without ſeeing her 
once, or knowing what Defects 
ſhe may haye, is fomewhart hard 
upon the Subjea. Heayen be 
prais'd, that here in Zng/and we 
are not forced to buy a Pig in a 
| Poke ; nay, there are ſome mar- 
{ ried Men in the World, that were . 
as intimately, acquainted with 
' | their Wives before Marriage, as 
| ever they were after. © See now 
| what it 1s to live-under a free Go- 
| vern= 
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vernment, and to have Magna Char 
ta on one's ſide. 


To conclude theſe Reflexions, 
it is my hearty Advice, 'That all 
unmarried Perſons wou'd chulſe 
themſelves proper Spouſes by the 
firſt Opportunity, in order to re- 
cruit thoſe Numbers that have 
been deſtroy'd in the Wars, and 
_ not ſuffer their Talents to lie bu- 

ried in a Napkin, far which they 

mult ſeverely Anſwer one Day. 
And as for thoſe that are Marri- 
cu, the beſt way they can take 
as I preſume, is to live as.caſy 
as they can, and following the 
good Counſel of Hobſon, the Car- 
rier, ſo to manage themſelves, as 
__ to tire before their Journeys 
end. 


TI 
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HE Rites obſerved in the 
Marriages of the Mahome- 
tans. | 


PART IIL 


FT E Cuſtoms and Ceremonies 
_ obſerv'd in the Marriages 
of the Tdolaters and Pagans. 
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Marriage Ceremonies. 


PART 1. 


A —_——C.. 
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CHAP. I. 


. The Rites obſerved m the F7X 
riages of the Jews. 


CHE Jews ordinarily mar- 
ry their Sons, at Eigh- 
teen Years of Age, ac- 


| > cording to the Laws of 
the ZTalmkd, and ſometumes ſooner 
| to prevent Incontinency ; their 
Daughters may - be married as 
ſoon as they have compleated 
| Twelve Years and a Day. 


| When 
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When the Marriage of two 


Perſons is agreed, many of the | 


Jews both Young and Old per to- 
gather in ſome covered place, 
where the younger take.every one 
in their Hands an Earthen Vel- 
ſel. The Marriage®Contract is 


audibly Read, and Notice pgiven | 


of the Day of Marriage;,and it 


is alſo” declared that the Party 


which ſhall not ſtand to what is 


Agreed, ſhall pay the - other fo 
much as is concerted berwixt 


chem. Afterwards they wiſh all - 


Happineſs to one another, and 
then the young Fews throw their 
Veſſels on the Ground, conchu- 
ding the breaking of chemforetells 
good Fortune and Plenty. When 
they go away, there is one- at 
the Door, that gives every one 
a Glaſs of Wine to Drink, and 
ſometimes Confits. He that is to 
bleſs the Marriage takes a Glaſs 
of Wine, which he Blefles; and 
having taſted ir, gives ir to the 
married Couple to Drink, who 

after- 
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> | afterwards go not abroad for 
e | Eight days, during which many 
- | young Men viſit the Hugband 
,, | ro.diyert him, and be merry with 


> | him. 

The Woman is...obliged to 
1 - Waſh her ſelf in cold Water the 
: | day before the Marriage, and ſhe 
- | is put into: Bath by the Wo- 


; | men, who makea great noiſe, that 
every one may know ſhe is to be 
- | a Bride. Many of theſe Women 
[- | Sing and Dance in her preſence, 
| © burthat Levity is not approved a- 
mong thoſe in Years. The Bride- 
groom ſends to the Bride the Ma- 
rrimonial Cincure,or Girdle,with 

a Gold Buckle, the Bride ſends 
the like to him only with this 

; difference, that the Buckle is Sil- 

| Ver. | 


The Wedding-day, 'the Bride 
| 1s dreſt according to her Conditi- 
| on, Z.e. as richly as ſhe can, at- 
| ter the Faſhions of the _ ; 
| then 
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then ſhe is conducted by Women 
who Sing before her into a Cham- 
ber where her Head. is dreſſed ve- 
ry finely, while other Women 
Sing and Dance in-her preſence, 
_ to make her chearful, they eſteem- 
ing theſe Ceremonies very accep- 
-table ro God; When” the Hus- 
band is to zeceive®the Benedicti- 
on publickly, four *Young-Men 
carry a Canopy into ſome pub- 
lick Place,” or Garden, where the 
Solemnity is to be performed. 


"The Bride-groom accompanied 
with his Friends, and the” Bride 
on the other ſide with many Wo- 
men, and Inſtruments of-:Muſick 
meet under the Canopy, and then 
every one ſays, Bleſſed berhe that 
cometh : The Bride-groom walks 
three times round his Bride;- and 
takes her by the Hand, ther the 
Company throw'Corn' upon them 
with that' ſaying in the Scripture 
Phraſe ; Creſcite & Multiplicamini, 
£Eucreaſe and Multiply. 

In 
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In ſome places with Corn, they 
throw alſo Money, which the 
poorer Jews pick up. During this 
Ceremony, the Bride holds the 
Bride-groom by the right Hand, 
and it is neceſlary ſhe turn her 
Face to the South, for the Rabbies 
have left this writ in the Talmud; 
That if the Bed be ſo placed as to 
look to the South, there ſhall be 
many Children. The Ra#b; which 
Joins:them takes a Glaſs of Wine, 
and rehearſing the Prayers that 
are in the Mahzor, after he has 
taſted gives to the maried Cou- 
ple to Drink. If the Bride be a 

irgin, he' gives her a narrow 
5 Glaſs, if a Widow, one wide, 
& and the Rab4; receiving from the 
$ Bridc-groom a Gold plain Ring, 
calls ſome Witneſſes and ſhewing 
it to them, asks if ir be Gold. 
Then he purs ir on the Brides ſe- 
cond Finger, and Reads aloud the 
Contra of Marriage; after takes 
another glaſs full of Wine, and 
piving thanks to God that the 
B new 
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new married Couple have pligh- 
ted their Troth, he gives it them 
to drink again: The Bride-groom 
having drunk, caſts the Glaſs 
with all his force againſt the Wall, 
or Ground, that it may break in 
memory of the Deſtruftion of 
Jeruſalem. In ſome 'places they 
lay Aſhes on the Bride-groom s 
Head. in memory of the Temple 
Burnt, and. for this very cauſe, 
he wears a Black Cap on his head, 
as they do who are in Mourn- 


ing. 


The Bride has a Black Cap 
too on her head, to ſhew they 
are both afflited for the deſtru- 
Aion of the Temple, cven in their 
greateſt Rejoicings. The married 
Couple are led to a Banquet, 
where being ſar, the Bride-groom is 
obliged to Sing a long Prayer the 
beſt he can, and.at the ſame time, 
an Egg and an Hen dreſt is ſer be- 
fore the Bride. He preſents her 
a ſmall piece of this Hen, and 

Pre- 
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preſently the Gueſts, as well Men 
as Women, ſcramble for the reſt, 
and tear it in pieces with. their 
hands, whoever gets the greateſt 
ſhare is reputed the moſt fortunate 
of the:zCompany ; ſo they ſnatch 
from one another with Out-cries 
to make the new married merry. 
As for the Egg, which is raw, it 
is thrown in ſome ones Face, and 
if there happen to be a Chriſtian. 
preſent, he is not ſpared. This 
Egg is preſented firſt to the Bride, 
that it may be ominous for her 
bearing Children, as eaſily as the 
Hen her Eggs. After theſe Diver- 
ſions, the Table is ſpread with 
good Meat, and then they for- 
get the Temple and Jeruſalem. 
When they have Ear, rhey Dance 
the Wedding Dance, inſtiruted (as 
they ſay ) by God himſelf. The 
moſt Honourable Perſon takes the 
Bride-groom by the Hand, he a- 
nother, and fo the reſt, till they 


all join in the Dance. The chiet- 


eſt among the Women likewiſe 
B z takey 
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takes-the Bride, and they join as 
the men, ſo that the Dance is ve- 
ry long and confuſed. The Wed- 
ding continues ſome times Eight 
days, but it is expreſly forbid the 
Jews to invite any Chriſtian,, be- 
cauſe they believe the good Angels 
flee their Company, and that the 
bad ones follow them. 


JIMI 
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T he Ceremonies uſed in the 
Marriages of the Chri- 


ſttans. 
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C H-A P.- I: 


The Cuſtoms and Ceremomes of 
the Roman Catholicks. 


0l;gamy, or the uſe of many 
Wives, is common among the 
Infidels, but ſo ſtrickly forbid 
the Chriſtians, that they can 
have only one Wife on pain of 
Death, and ſhe they muſt marry 
in the_Church, and before the 
Pariſh Prieſt, or Curate. All o0- 
ther Marriages contracted are de- 
clar'd Invalid and Clandeſtine; 
and the Iſſue eſteemed Baſtards, 
B 3 and 
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and alſo diſabled Succeſſon. The 
Ceremonics in the Marriages of 
the Church of Rome have been 
preſcribed by Corncils. Thar of 
Trent, for the preventing Abuſes, 
annulls all Marriages not ſolem- 
nized before the Pariſh Prieſt of 
one of the Parties, and thereforc 
according to the Decrees of the 
Roman Church, as ſoon as they 
have reſolved a Marriage, the 
Pricſts of thoſe Churches to which 
the Pariſh are obliged to make 
Publicatioa three Surays, or Feallts 
next enſuing, that all the Parifſhi- 
CQ2Crs naying notice of the intend- 
ea Martiage, may ceclare to the 
Pricit, if they know it, any law- 
ful Impeciment, 

When no Cauſe appears to hin- 
der the Marriage, they are both 
taken by their Parents to the 
Brides Pariſh Church, where they 
mutually promiſe Marriage before 
the Pricit, who asks if they are 
content to be Married, and if not 
ingaged before to others. This 

Cere- 
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Ceremony is only a prepara' i, 
and a pledge to receive the Cacra- 
ment of Marriage, for which no 
one can be releaſed but in the Bi- 
ſhop's Court, which condemns 
either party in Coſts and Dam- 
ages, and to a Fine,. that will de- 
part from 1t. 

In ſome Biſhopricks after the 
Marriage is reſolved, they make 
ſolemn Promiſes before the Publi- 
cation in the Church. 

The day before the Marriage, 
the betrothed after Confeſſion go 
to receive the Communion, and 
the day following are condudted 
to Church, where the Prieſt when 
he has asked their Names and 
Surnames, demands of them if 
they arc content to he marricd, 
if they have made no ſolemn Vow 
or Promiſe of Marriage to others, 
if they engage to Love and live 
Faithfully ro cach other? When 


. all theſe Queſtions are anſwered 


in the Affirmative, he Bleſles the 
Ring and Thirteen pieces of Mo- 
B 4 ney, 


ment directed in the Ceremonial, 


(24) 
ney, which he gives to the Bride> 
room. | 

The Bride-groom firſt puts the 
Ring on the fourth Finger of the 
Bride, ſaying, wich the Pricſt,, 
With this Ring I thee Wed, and 
then giving her the Money, goes 
on, With my Goods 1 thee Endow'; 
ſhe anſwers with ſome Comple- 


and afterwards the Prieſt takes 
them by their Hands, ſaying to 
them, Z? ego conjungo Vos in nomine 
Potrir, & filiz, © ſpiritus ſanfli, 
Amen, After which he ſprinkles. 
them, and all the Company with 
Holy Water. 

After the Nuptial BcnediCtion, 
the new married aſſiſt at the Ho- 


ly Sacrifice of the Maſs, each 


holding a lighted Candle with 
which they go to kiſs the Cru- 
cifix, and preſent Bread and Wine 
to the Prieſt, according to the an- 
cient uſage of the Church. Tf 
they were never married before, 
two of their neareſt Relations holds 
a. 
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2 cloth over their Heads while the 


; - Prieſt recites the Prayers. 


When the Maſs is ended, the 
Prieſt preſents the Church Regi- 
ſter to the new married, that they 
may ſubſcribe the At of Matri- 
mony which he has drawn up; 
after that, they all return in the 
order they came. At Night, be- 
fore they go-to Bed; the Prieſt 
Bleſſes the Bed ir ſelf where they 
are to Conſummate their Matri- 
mony. 

In moſt parts of 7:aly, the Mar- 
riage Contract is not made in 
the Church, but only before the 
Prieſt; then making the uſual 
Publications, they are married at 
Noon with great Ceremony, or 
before Snn riſe, without pomp or 
any Ceremony,the Bride being led 
to Church by her own Father, if 
alive, or her next Relation: 

When a noble Yeyetian marries 
a day is appointed for giving the 
Ring to the Bride, whom they 
call the new married Wite, _ 
te 
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rhe Function is performed in her 
Houle in the preſence of many 
other Nobles, their Relations and 
Friends that come hither, and are 
invited to an Entertainment. Af- 
rer this, they formerly uſed to 
let the Bride be ſeen uncovered 
in a Gondol/a, adorned with the 
richeſt Jewels, but now ſhe is to 
be ſeen in the Corſo and in pub- 
lick places with other Ladies, her 
Face covcr'd with a Veil, angl led 
by the Bride-groom who may be 
freely with her in her Houſe, and 
then they receive the Sacrament 
ar Church, and ſo conſummate 
the Matrimony ; when the-Bride's 
Houſe is open, and they haye 
dancing the greateſt part of the 
Night. 

The $S7c;/:ans uſed heretofore to 
make the Contra, and receive 
the Nuptial Benediction in their 
own Houſes, and only received 
the'Sacrament at the Death of one 
of them, bur chat is forbid by the 
Council of Trent; the Brides like- 


wile 
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wife went on Horſe-back through 
the City in great Pomp and Train, 
but that cuſtom is laid aſide ſince 
the invention of Coaches. Now 
after the Articles of Marriage are 
ſigned, the Bridge-groom may con-. 
verſe freely with his Bride, and 
ſometimes they live many years 
in the ſtate of Matrimony with- 
out the Offices of the Church. 
Ar the Marriages of the Country 
people tney Dance very much, 
and there is always a great num- 
ber of Gueſts, Relations and 0- 
thers, for they are obliged to re- 
gale the new married, when they 
haxe been entertained three times. 
Their Feaſts are with back't Meats 
and Rice-milk. 

In Fraxce the Bride-groom, at- 
tended by his Relations and 
Friends, goes to wait upon the 
Bride at her Houſe, to conduct 
her to Church, He goes firſt be- 
twixt two of his kindred, and is 
followed by all the young Men, 
who walk two and two Ch 

rag 
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rhe married Men preceding in the 
Ceremony. The Bride comes af- 
ter dreſt in her beſt Apparel, ha» 
ving on her Head a little Crown 
of white Flow:rs, or Pearls, and 


in ſome places they appear witlt . 


their Heads bare, and their Hair 
hanging down. T'wo of her near- 
eſt Kindred lead her by the Hand; 
and ſhe is followed by all the 
Maidens invited to theWedding,in 
the ſame order as the young Men 
before, every one having a little 
Crown like to that of the Bride. 
All rhe other Women then follow 
according to the nearneſs of their 
Relation, and the Proceſſion ends 
with a Servaar of the Bridegroom, 
or Bride, who carries the Bread 
in one: hand, and the Wine in the 
other, which the new marricd are 
obliged to preſent in the Church. 
\ They return then from the Church 
in the fame order they went, on- 


ly they mutually change thoſe 
who lead them thither. 


In: 
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In ſome Provinces,as ſoon as they 
are returned home from Church, 
they have an Entertainment ,. 
and all their Kindred, Friends, | 
and Gueſts bring their Preſents, 
and lay them in a large Baſin thar 
ſtands before the new married 
People, the Violins and other 
muſical Inſtruments play ing brisk- 
ly; in others, they make their 
Preſents the day after the Marri- 
age, and” in ſome again it is-not 
cuſtom to preſent ar all. 

The Bride-groom fits not down 
ro the: Entertainment with his 
Fiends, bur ſtands behind the 
Bride, who is in the moſt Hon- 
ourable place, he being obliged 
to ſerve Her, and ſee every thing 
accommodated for Her. inthe beſt 
Diſpoſition and Order. After 
the Feaſt he leads her to Dance, 
the young Men and the Maidens 
continue Dancing, while the mar- 
ried Men and Women after a con-: 
venient time attend the new mar- 
ried Coupleto the Chamber where 

they: 


_ 
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they arc to lye. The Bride uſes 
ſome Entrcaty before ſhe ſuffers 
her ſelf to be undreſt, bur after a 
little reſiſtance, pretending to ſub- 
mit to force, is delivered over to | 
the Bride-groom to conſummate 
the Marriage, and to gain, as 
they call it, her Dow ry : In ſome 
places the poor Bride has not the 
liberty to go to Bed when ſhe 
pleaſes, becauſe they teaze -Her 
firſt very much, and ofrentimes 
after ſhe has been lead abour all 
Night, they give her in the Morn- 
ing to her Bridc-groom, who 
pays ſome Money to the Bride- | 
men for Her. | 

The next day the new marricd | 
reccive the Complements of all | 
their Relations and Friends, and 
likewiſe of their Neighbours, to 
whom it is cuſtomary to make ' 
ſome Entertainment. At Parzs 
the Bridg reccives the Viſits dreſt, 
and upon her Bed, and by Can- 
dle Light only ; but now the 
greater part of Perſons of Qua- 
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lity there, privately marry in the 
Night, and without any Cere- 
mony. 

The Spaniards uſe in a manner 
the ſame Rites as the French and 
Italians, but have beſides a cu- 
ſtom which they retain from the 
Moors, who were a long time ma- 
ſters of their Country, to expoſe 
ro view the morning afrer the 
Marriage, out of a Balcony or 
Window, the Sheets in which the 
new married Jay, to teſtifie the 
Bride's Virginity, calling it in 
their Language, La verginidad de 
la mucher. 

Formerly the Germans married 
none but thoſe of their own Na- 


"tion, to keep themſelves free 


from the Intereſts of other Peo- 
ple. They married not their 
Daughters till arried to a com- 
petent Age, and their Young 
Men were backward cnough in 
their Amours, from whence 5t 
came that the Children of two 
grown Perſons and ſtrong in their 

perfect 
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perfe&t Ape, were large and” ro- 
burſt. They obſerve ſtill not to 


marry their Sons but to Women | 


that are Luſty, Vigorous, and 
likely tro bread Children well. 
The Rites and Ceremonies of 


their Marriages arc like thoſe of *' 
other Nations in _— Only * 


they have this ſingular among 


them, that the Young Women | 


which are marriageable, wear ar 
the Marriages of their Compani- 
ons, Crowns of Gold or Flowers, 
which are not uſed by others. 
All the Gueſts make ſome Pre- 
jient of a Jewel or Money, either 


Gold or Silver, which Offerings | 


are put into a Baſin, ſer near the 
Bride, who. firs among the Wo- 
men at Table, and this is always 
attended with ſome words of cx- 
cuſe. There are alſo ſome free 
Marriages, where rich Perſons are 
at all the expence, and others, 
where every one pays for himſelf, 
and theſe Entertainments laſt ar 
leaſt. three days, during which 

time,. 
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time; the new married are attend- 
ed by great numbers of Perſons, 
infomuch that an Artiſan ſhall 
br oft-times more than. Sixty 


K« 


of his own Rank that ſhall bear 
nm company, for the more he 
has, the greater Reputation ir 
gives him. Perſons of Honour 
and Quality uſe to give the next 
morning after the Conſummartion 
of the Marriage, their Bride a 
chain of Gold, or ſome other 
Jewel, in recompence for her loſt 
Virginity, and this Regale or Pre- 
ſent is call'd Morgengal, becauſe 
- | they give it as ſoon as they 
; ' riſe, 
If any Woman marries a Man 
| after ſhe has been enjoyed by 
\ | him, ſhe goes early to Church 
| without any Muſick, and ſome- 
times, eſpecially in the Country, 
all the Neighbouts having Crowns 
| of Straw, accompany her and the 
Bride-groom to Church. In ma- 
| ny places the Bride is obliged to 


| renounce all the: Rights of her 
Fami- 
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Family, which is done by throw, 
ing Straw into her Parents Houſe gy 
and if the Bride cries not when A; 
ſhe is married, that gives ſuſpic; 
tion of her Chaſtity ; ſo to pre-,,, 
vent ſuch a cenſure, many ulſeC 
Art to make Tears come. bs 
The Francontans obſerve in their, 
Marriages to have the Bride-Z 
groom walk bertwixt two Perſons,'y, 
Drums ard Trumpets going be-!x 
fore, and the Relations and, 
Friends follow him two and two. , 
to the door of the Church, where; ,, 
they ſtay and wait the coming/, 
of the Bride ; before whom ſome!,. 
ſingers walk with many Maidens,! 
and aftcr her follow agreat number! 
of Women wearing long Mantles of} | 
black Cloath, which are faſten-! - 
ed about their Necks by Silver} j 
Button, and contract Marriage ; 
in the preſence of rhe Prieſts ac-| , 
cording to the uſage of the Ros} : 
man Church. | 
In Poland, and eſpecially in| 
the Countries of Pruſſia, Samogi-| 
re! 
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OW4hia and Lithuania, the young 
1 Women do nor marry before the 
ienlape of Twenty Four Years, or 
Pigt leaſt not before they have 
T--wrought with their own hands 
ulCloath and Garments to preſent 

. every one that attends their Brides 
1. room to Church. When the 

© Father ſeeks a Wife for his Son, 
”>Yhe conſiders neither Beauty nor 
"Fortune, but only her Manners, 
1d whether ſhe” be of an. apreeabie 
"O' Age, if ſhe has a body likely to 
TC eonccive and bear Children. Ha- 
S:ving found ſuch an one, ſhe is 
taken away by ſome of the Bride- 
\groom's Kindred, after which 
{they apply for the Father's con- 
t ſent to compleat the Marriage. 
| Theſe people retain ſtill many 
"| Relicks of Pagan Superſtitions; for 
Hin the FunRions or Ceremonies 
"| of Matrimony, they make the 
"| Bride go three times round the 

' Fire, then fit down, waſh her 
| Feet, and-with that Water ſprinkle 


'| the Bcd, and all the movyeables 


| that 


| 


Al 
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thar belong to the new marriedito 
Couple. They anoint the Bride's} 
mouth with Heney, cover herja! 
Eyes with a Vcil, and fo-lead herjO! 
blindfold to all the Doors of thel?! 
Houſe, which ſhe muſt ſtrike with} 0! 
hig Right Foot. They throw 
Wheat, Rye, Oats, Barley, Rice 
and Beans at 'the Doors, ſaying, 
That the Bride ſhall never want] © 
any of thoſe Grains if ſhe continue} 8 
to be deyour in her Religion, and! Tt 
rakes care of the Afﬀairs of her Fa- * 
mily. Thar done, they take the] * 
Veil from before her Eyes,and have} £ 
a Banquet; but at Night, when ir} " 
is time to go to Bed, they Dance ! 
and cut oft her Hair, then ſome | 

1 
; 


of the Women wrap her Head in} 
a white Linen Cloath, which ſhe 
may wear till ſhe have a Son born, 
for till then ſhe is called a Girl. 
Laſtly, ſhe is taken to her Cham- 
ber, where after being jocularly 
Pinched and Bear, they deliver 
her to her Bride-groom, who they 
give to cat Goat or Bear ſtones | 

together, | 
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ogether, .inſtead- of Sweats-meats 
gland other Delicacies, which they 
erjare of Opinion, help Procreati- 
exjon, and therefore .in their Mar- 
hefriage Feaſts, they have 'no Fleſh 
thiof any. Creature that was Gelr. 

In the Iſland of Goa, the Chriſti- 
ans that marry, never ſee their 
Brides. but at Church, and with- 
ar} out ſpeaking to them. When ſhe 
jel gives leave, they go with a Prieſt 
gi to her at her own Houſe, where 
2 they make a Solemn Promiſe of 
Matrimony. After this the Bride- 
el groom may viſit her, but he is 
r | not ſuffered to be alone with her. 
e| Indeed there are ſome, who will 
e | rot be content to ſee their Bridts 
1 | in"Church, where they know the 
© 


Q 


are artificially .Dreſt and Painted, 
, | therefore go and obſerve them at 
| | home, to view them better, and 
. | it is the cuſtom that after they 
7 | are married, they neyer paint nor 
- | dreſs fine more. The matrimoni- 
: 

, 


al Offices are ordinarily pecforme 


| ed after Noon, and then they go 
ro 
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ro Church in great Splendor. Thgy] 
Bridegroom ſhall be ſometimeio 


attended by Eighty or an Hun! 
dred men on Horſe-back, all ing | 


tions and Fricnds of both partic 
who aſſiſt there. The Bride ih 
likewiſe accompanied with 
- ther Women and many Litters 


her Relations or Friends. She ita 
lead by two of her neareſt a-kin}th 
as her Husband is by two of his Þf 
When married, they are brough 
. home in the ſame order, with th 
ſound of Trumpets, Cornets, and 
other muſical Inſtruments, every 
one as they paſs by throwing 
Flowers, ſweet Waters, and Con- 
fits upon them, which are gather- 
ed up by the Servants that wait 
on them. When they are ar the 
door of their Houſe, the new}. 
married enter with their Friends 
and neareſt Kindred, thoſe which 
{tay behind, are thanked for the 
Honour they have done them, 

who 
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yho out of Gallantry ride up and 
own in the Streets, and have 
ilting with Lances of light Canes 
being very skilful at throw- 
ng them ) combating with O- 
anges and Lemmons in fight of 
he new married, and others that 
et into the Belconies to ſee the 
iverſfions. That done, they all 
ight from their Horſes and are 
aken into a Ground-room, where 
they are Treated with all ſorts . 
f Fruits, and Sweet Meats, and 
ines. After they haye taken 
heir Leaves, the Entcrtainment 
f the Relations begins, which 
ever laſts long, becaule it is the 
uſtom in theſe Countries to go 
o Bed before Sun-ſet. The new 
arried without. other Ceremony 
ctire to the Chamber provided 
or them. 
of The Sclavonians of the Reputb- 
s Wick of Raguſa join not in alliance 
ut with Perſons of their own 
Rank, 7. e. the Noble with the 
Noble, infomuch, that a Gentle- 
man 
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-man.cannot hope for a Citizen 
Stranger , becauſe he may n 
bring into his Family ſtran 
Blood leſs Noble, which woul 
be to debaſe it. Therefore th 
number of noble Families is 

leſſened, that there are ſcarc 
Twenty or Twenty Five that hay 
the Government of their publi 
Afﬀairs. However, if any of | 
Nobility deſires for the interc 
of his Family, or for any oth 
end to take a Foreigner to Wif 


provided ſhe be Noble, and of th | 


Country which extends from Z 
' ra to Cattare, and not otherwiſ 
he may do it, and if ſhe haye Tw 
Thouſand Ducats of Gold for h 
Portion. As to the Marriages i 
the Country, they are thus regu 
lated by a Decree and particul 

Law, that have aſſigned a Thou 
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ſand . Ducats of Gold for thi” 


young Man, but that is not ſtrict - 


ly obſerved, for there are man 

Fathers give their Sons Four, Five 

Six, nay, ſo many Thouſand Duz 
Cat 


at 
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«4 cats as may anſwer the Portions 


of the Wives they Marry. They 
make theſe Proviſions in ready 
money, and a man is not allow- 
ed to ſee his Miſtreſs before the 
Contract be Eſtabliſhed, having 
then free Liberty to viſit her, but 
before their Marriages are aftual- 
ly Solemnized they make no Pre- 
ſents. When a young Woman is 
married, ſhe may wear Silk for 2 
Month to diſtinguiſh her from 0- 
thers, that wear only Cloath, and 
the Ladies after Marriage are ob- 
liged always to wear at the Feaſts 
a Cap lin'd with Red, to diſtin- 
guiſh them from Tradeſmen's 
Wives. 

The Flemmings,and their Neigh- 
bours, are very ready to Marry 
with Strangers, upon any Over- 
cure: But among them it is a 


"thing of the greateſt ſhame and 
reproach for a Young Man to 


marry an Old Woman, or an 


& Old Man a Young Woman, 
1114: 


The common people never ar- 
rive 
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rive to marry a Gentlewoman, 
nor does one that is Noble e- 
ver marry a Commoner, and it 
is never ſeen, as in France, that a 
Maſter marries .his Maid, or a 
Lady her Servant. Then Gentle- 
men diſtinguiſh in their efteem 
the oldeſt Daughters, though 
they make them all cqual in their 
Fortunes, and often refuſe their 
eldeſt, when they would be 
glad ro Marry any thcir other 
Daughters. 
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CHAP. ML 


The Cuſtoms of the Lutherans. 


HE Latherans have their 
Marriages celebrated in the 
hurch after the manner of the 
ponanis, and go thither in great 
omp and' Solemnity to receive 
the Matrimonial BenediCtion from 
one of their Prieſts or Minitſters. 
In * Argentina, and the Country * Argen- 
ound about, when any Young _— = 
an makes Love, he declares his :y of Alſa- 
Aﬀection to his Miſtreſs by Let- #12» Ger- 
many ,come 
cr, or ſome other way, after ,,, 
hich he goes at Night with #wn 5 
ſome of his Friends, and a great  —_ 
umber.of Torches to give her a burgh. 
erenade; and this being continue 
d two or three Nights, if ſhe 
fooks not our at the Balcony, he 
ay be ſatisfied his Gallantry 1s 
hot accepted, and that he ſhall 
hot ſucceed ; bur if ſhe appear, 


i may then go and diſcourſe her 
| 
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in an Evening, but in the pre-4 
ſence of her Servants. When the 
Marriage is agreed, if the Trum- 1 
pets ſound on Mondays and Wed." 
xeſdays, they give notice of a Mar4? 
riage, and at break of day, andÞ 
that it is of -a Tradeſman, for" 
thoſe days are peculiar to them,; 
and the Gentlemen and Ladies are/* 
married on the other days of the 
Week. There are alſo lome frees" 
Marriages, where all the expence 4 
is defrayed by the new married, 
when in others every one pays his t 
ſhare. | t 
In Saxony, when one of Quali4 £ 
ty marries, the Young Gentley 
men, with the Ladies of the Neighs 
bourhood, go without being in- * 
vited to the Wedding-Feaſt, whicly # 
he is obliged according to the cu4 ® 
ſtom of rhe Country to preparg * 
plentifully. The Gentlemen ſtrift-} * 
Iy obſerve not to marry with * 
Tradeſmens Daughters, or choſe) þ 
of the Commonalty, how rich! t 
{oever they are, becauſe that brings 
4 
| 
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rea diſhonour upon their Families, 
hand if any one without conſider- 
m-. ing his Quality marries a Come 
-/,moner for her Fortune, he runs 
arJa Ie, beſides the Infamy, of 
adibeing killed by the other Gentle- 
for. men. | 

m,, Among the Goths, Swedes and 
re Danes, many Ceremonies are u- 
haired in their Marriages ; for after 
eathe Parents of the Young Lady 
care informed of the Qualities of 
d, him that ſeeks her in Marriage, 
iis the Father preſents her to him in 
[theſe Words. UT give you my 
13.4 Daughter to be your Wife, to ho- 
le nour you, to take part in your Bed, to 
1! have the Keys of your Houſe, and 
n. the third part of your Goods, moves 
-| able and unmoveable. Then they 
14 add other Religious Ceremonies, 
> attending the Bride tro Church 
2.; the day appointed with a great 
q number of Torches, from which 


ol hang little Cords and Silk Rib- 
1] bons of divers colours. 
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When the Bride is to be given| 
to her Husband, ſhe goes to aBath ! 
in Company of ſeveral Women, 
thoſe of her own Age gocs be- 
fore here, and carry in this Pro- | 
ceſlion, Veſlels of Beer or Wine 
Cinnamond, Sugar and Cakes 
for their Refreſhment and Enter- 
tainment. When they come out| 
they have all Garlands of Flow-}| 
ers, and only the Young Women 
Supp with the Bride... The Gen-| 
tiemen marry not, but with thoſe | 
of their own Quality ; .and among! 
the common People, the Parents | 
and Friends prefent the Bride 
with a Pigg, Sheep or Cow, and| 
the Bride-groom with a Colt, Dog, » 
| Tac or Goole. 
* Livonia In * Livonia when the Bride is 
ut 4 ur? lead to Church, ſhe appears with 
the Xing- a Crown on her Head of Silver 
ag Po- Gilt, and very High, and all the 
"Women and Maids walk before | 
cover'd oycr in Mantles'and long | 
red Veils gentilely Dreſt. 
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CH:P A. I. 


The Cuſtoms and Ceremonies of 


the Calviniits. 


Fter the Ceremonies and Cu- 
ſtoms of the Lutherans, fol- 
low thoſe uſed among the Calvi= 
niſts of Geneva, tne Dutch and 0+ 
thers of that Opinion: | 
When the Parties have conſent- 
ed to marry, they joyn Hands, 
and plight their Troth before one 
of their Miniſters, and at ſuch 
meeting, it is uſual to make them 
Drink. He that Officiates takes 
two Glaſſes which he receives 
from them, mixes the Wine out of 
one into the other, and gives 
the Bridegroom's Glaſs ro the 
Bride, and Hers to Him; after 
which the Bridegroom puts the 
Ring on his Bride's Finger. But 
before they Marry, the Miniſter 
ought to publiſh in the Church 
the Banns of Matrimony three 
C 4 Sundays 


(48) | 
Sundays ſucceſſively, to know if W: 
there be any impediment, and af- M 
cer this publication they have a 'V* 
Liceneſe from the firſt Syndick of |*! 
the place to marry. Then the J* 
Bride goes to Church with her |® 
Relations and Friends, wearing | C 
a Garland of Flowers on -. her h 
Head, and a Noſe-gay ſtuck in C 
her Breſt, led by rwo young Men }* 
of her neareſt Kindred, attended fc 
by Virgins that follow, with the 
xeſt of her Relations, Friends and 
Gueſts, When ſhe . comes out of ' 
Church ſhe is led to her Hus- |} 
band's Houſe by her neareſt Re- |} 
lations. The Widows that Mar- 
ry haye not the Garlands of 
Flowers on their Heads bur only 
the Noſe-gays, and are led by 
ather Widows, their Cofins or 
Friends. 
" * Erifia 7s The Inhabitants of Fri/1a for- 
Frieſland merly ſought not after Riches, 
ro =— only a Beautiful and Virtuous 
' Woman, and of the ſame rank, 
ſo that often a Gentleman thar 
was 


Rn 
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f was rich Married a young Wo. 
{man without Fortune, and only 
; valuable for her Beanty and Ver- 
fF .tue. Now they ſeek for Riches 
, Land high Birch, as well as other 
. /People. The Bride goes to 
, }Church with a Crown on her 
; f head, a great number of young 
Girls going before her ; they Mar- 
ry after the manner of the other 
Calviniſts, and the Office being 
ended entertain thoſe invited. A- 
mong them only the Relations 
preſent the new Married, who 
eſteem themſelves obliged accord- 
ing to the value of the Preſents. 
All day they dance in the Bride- 
: groom's Houſe, to divers Inftru- 
: ments of Muſick ; the next day 
che Bride appears with her Head 
covered, and gives all her Gueſts a 
glaſs of Wine to drink, or other 
Liquor, to ſignifie ſhe is become 
Miſtreſs of the Family. All the 
! Flungarians are of Opinion that 
* he who marries not a Virgin, 

{hall never have Happineſs in his 


| C5 Mar- 
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Marriage, therefore they ſcarce | 


ever marry Widows, whoſe Con- 
dicion is odious to them. Beſides, 
if after Martiage they know their 


Wives have been in Love with | 
others; they nor only looſe theie | 
Aﬀection, but that often makes 


them reſolve their Death. 

The great Perſons. in Hungary 
Marry their Sons vcry young, and 
oft from the Cradle conclude their 


- 2 = 


Alliances, for the maintaining | 


Friendſhip; and when their Sons 


are arrived to an Age to conſums- | 
mate the Marriage, they are ob- | 
liged toobſerve what their Parents | 
have contracted for them, to- pre- | 


yent diſguſts of very fatal con- 
ſequences. 

In Scotland the Lords of Towns 
and Boroughs had a Right to lie 
the firſt nighe with the Bride, 
| their Vaſſal, but that is now out 
of uſe, and the new Married buy 
it of by a Summ of Money, to 
which end they have a Law abos« 
liſhing char Priviledge. 


The | 
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The 7:/þ ſeldom Marry” but 
with Yerba de Futuro, ant Almoſt 
never with Yerla de Preſenti , 
whence Separations are frequently 
ſeen for the ſmalleſt cauſes, the 
Husband ſecking a new Wife, and 
the Wife another Husband, ſo 
that a certain and true Marriage 
is not to be known during Lite. 
Hence arife Controverſies about 
the Poſſeſſions of their Eſtates, 
Murders' and Mortal Hatreds. 
The Women that are turned oft 
and forſaken, go to thoſe eſteemed 
Witches, who they think are able 
to make the new Wife barren, or 
bring upon her dangerous Ma- 
ladies. The Women preſent 
their Lovers with Bracelets of 
their own Hair. The 7rifþ that 
inhabic the Mountains, marry 
their Daughers ſoon after they are 
paſt Ten or. Twelve Years of 
of Age. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


The C uſtoms and Rites of the 
: Greeeks. 


Hen the Greeks marry, the 
Bride is obliged to ler 
her Husband ſee what her For- 


r 
| r 

rune is ; and the Brideproom to do he 
0 

| 


the like; and this in the preſence 
of many Relations and Friends; | 
the Men ſitting about a long Ta- an 
ble, the Women on Benches raiſ- br 
ed behind ir, like an Amphi- fo 
theatre. When the Bride receives {to 
the Preſents from the Gueſts, and th 
their Relations, ſhe fits with a pr 
Gilt Crown on her Head, in the 
midſt of the Ginecco; that is, the | 
Womens Chamber, All that are &/ 
there, after they have drunk Ft 
Malmeſie-Wine, and eaten ſome þu 
Sweet-Meats, go to take the Air, |t 
and return at Night ro Supper; Þ 
and the New-Marrjed lie together, 
without other Publication in the 
Church, 
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Church, as. the- Roman Catholicks 
pſe. The next Day, if the Wo- 
q:c find in the Bed any Signs of 
a Loſt Virginity, they make a 
rcat Feaſt; but when that is 
anting, they ſay nothing, the 
ridegroom ſending back the 
ride to her Relations and Friends : 
And if the Magiſtrate be a Turk, 
e is engaged by ſome Preſent, 
ot to force him to keep her. 
Thoſe Greek Women that marry 
any French-man, Italian, Spaniard - 
pr Turk, are Excommunicated for 
ome time ; that is, not admitted 
o Aas of Communion ; bur 
they way, in the mean time, be 
Frerc at the Offices of the 


hurch. 
| The Tranflvanians and Walla- 
rhians take the Toung Women by 
Force from their Relations Houſes, 
nd do not marry them till after 
hey are deflower'd-: And alſo re- 
udiate them; and are diyorced, 


for the ſmalleſt Cauſes. 


When 
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When a Moſcovite will marry ; 
his Dauzhter, he chuſes a Towny 
Man to his own liking, ro whony 
he offers her, with a Portion. I} 
he accepts her, the Father treaty 
with his Relations. - The Town 
Man may not fee his Miſtreſs, be 
fore the Day of Marriage ; bu 
his Relations earneſtly enquire i 
ſhe have any Infirmity.. The 149 
ther of the Bride makes the fam 
Enquiries of him. The Wed#diny 
Day the young People are plents 
fully entertained before marricg h 
together with their Rel/atzons, at 
the Prieſt, and then go to Church 
As foon as they are there, th 
Prieſt asks for fome Bread, ad J 
cording to Cuſtom ; and when h 
has it, performs the Offices q a 
Joining them. He ſpeaks firſt © » 
the Bride: room, and demands 4 y 
him, If he will marry that youth v 
Woman there preſent 2 [f he aff t 
{wer, /e: ; he asks farther of hinf y 
Whether he will treat her ill # « 
Words and Dezds > To which tl a 

Brias 
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"W Bridegroom anſwering, No ; he de- 
4 mands of the Bride, If ſhe will 
marry.him, govern his Houſe, and 
be always faithful > When ſhe has 
I anſwered, 7es, they have both 
"g Crowns of Wormwood ſet on 
| their Heads, and he gives them 
the BenediAtion. Then he drinks 
 # their Healths in a Gilt Wooden 
| Cup, in which the New-Married 
likewiſe drink ; and the Cup is 
| thrown to the Ground, and broke, 
#and trod on, with Imprecations 
y by the Bridegroom, Let them be ſo 
trampled on, and confounded, that 
0 maliciouſly endeavour. to create- [ll 
Will, and do ill Offices betwixt us, 
The Moſcovites bear great Reſpect 
to their Wives, as long as they 
are well pleaſed with them ; bur 
when they are 'diſpleaſed, upon 
very: light Occaſions they are di- 
yorced, and repudiate them; as 
they may co for Barrenneſs : In 
which Caſe, the / /»5shand having 
continued ſingle Six Weeks, may 
v afterwards marry again. W:dows 
'ae may 


* 
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may marry a Second Time ; but j; 
the Third brings their Vertue in 


e: 
queſtion. * 
CH A P. VI. 
The Cuſtoms and Ries of the 
Abiſlines. 


H E Schiſmatical Chri/tians 
4 of the Kingdom of the 4- 
biſſnes have many Wives; and 
every - one marries at pleaſure, 
without Scruple. The Men are 
obliged to preſent their Wives, he 
inſtead of receiving Portions with 
them. The Ceremonies uſed in| 
their Marriage are theſe ; Thet 
Bridegroom and Bride ſit before» 
the Church-door, while three! 
Prieſts walk three times round! 
them, ſinging Aeluja, Then) 
they cut oft ſome of their Hair,! 
which they dip in Water ſweet-5 
ned with Honey ; then lay the! 
Bridc-) 


In 
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idegroom's Hair on the Bride's 
lead, and hers on his Head, and 
inkle both with Holy Wa- 

After this Ceremony, they 
ve. a great Feaſt, and attend 
e New-marricd home, where 
ey are ſhut up a Month. When 
e Wife gocs abroad, ſhe has her 
ce covered with a black Veil, 


1d that ſhe wears fix Months, 


JNAI 


leſs ſhe be ſooner with Child. 
me others uſe the ſame Cere- 
onies, and alſo Incenſings ; . and 
© Prieſts diſcourſe to the News- 
arried, of the Indifſolvableneſs 
Matrimony ; and then give 
em the Communion, and Bleſ- 


Ng. 
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! 
CH A P.. VIL p 


Marry, the Friends and RelatioqÞp 
of the Bridegroom.firſt wait upd! 
him, then the Bride, and thenqt] 
to Church, where they are MagC 
ried, having many Torches, ant 
Lighted Candie, finaging all tl 

Way Hymms in the Langnage qt! 
the Conntry, and ftriking littiYw 
Ebony Tables with certain HanyB 
mers of Wood, which, amonfn 
them ſerves for Muſick. Thiſc, 
Ceremony is ordinarily after thfy 
Mid-night Prayer, or, as the Rq 
man Catholicks ſpeak, Mattenyt| 
Being come to Church, they tak{C 
the Bridegroom into the Choir] / 
where the Men fit, and the Officdl 
is ſung, and the Bride 1s fer ah 
mong the Women. Then thgh 

Prieſt 
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Det and People begin ſome 
Prayers, with Hymns, which: 
Jaſt a-long time. ; and towards the- 
Ckknd he that officiates, goes: near 
he Bridegroom, reads to: him 
 Athree or four Prayers, and ſigns: 
'ahim with the Signs of the Croſs 
"Eat the beginning and end of every 
otfone ; #heagnakes-him fir down on: 
Pikhe Ground, his Face turned to 
1dthe Eaſt, and holding. a- Silver 
128Croſs over his Head, he holds it 
here till thePrayers are ended. 
While this is done in the Qhoir,. 
he Sacri/fan having placed a Seat 
tthwithout the Choir, makes the. 


dconclude the Prayers in the Choir, 
which are called Le Orazioni di 
Nedo, He that Officiates, dreſſes 
the Bridegroom in a long white 
kiGarment, reaching down to his 
ir Ancles, binds his Reins with a 
cIGirdle, and puts a white Cloth on 
his Head. Thus habiced, he leads 
hghim to the Bride; and placing him 
lt near 


(60) 


near her, covers them both with! 
the ſame Cloath; laying their} 


Heads together, anoints both their 
Forcheads with Oil, andthe Joints 
of their Hands. Then he joins 
their Right Hands, and reads aloud 
to them the Exhortation which 
contains the Duties they are mu- 
rually obliged to; andwwitIFtheſe 
Prayers and Ceremonies, concludes 
the Solemnity of the Marriage ; 
. Which is called, LU' [ncoronatione dell; 
Spofi, Thenfollow the Lawds ; af- 
rer which, Maſs. begins, and both 
communicate; and that finiſhed, 
are accompanied home, 
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The Rites and Ceremonies of the | 


Sabeans. 


HE Sabeans, or the Chri- 
/tians of St. Fohn, that live 
on the Confines of Perfia, next 


Turkey, 


( 64 ) 


thy Turkey, may have two Wives ac- 


ir, cording to their Law, which ſeems 


hg #5 YF | | 


to be a Mixture of Chriſtzanity, 


 Turciſm, Judaiſm and Paganiſm. 


The Ceremonies of their Marri- 
ages is very ſhort. The Parties 
meeting together at Church, in 
preſence. of their Relations and 
Friends, the Miniſter makes the 
Bride ſwear before the Woman 
that ſhe is a Virgin ; after which, 
his Wives ſearch her, and make 
cheir Report. Then the Miniſter 
baptizes both; and making them 
turn Back .to Back, reads ſome 
Prayer, and fo-they are reckoned 
Married, and carried back to the 
Bride's Father's, where they feaſt 
according to the Cuſtom of the 
Country. The Miniſters have 
the ſame Liberty to Marry, as the 


! Laicks, two Wives; and their Sons, 


if Sixteen or Seventeen Years old 


| at their Death, ſucceed in the Mi- 


niſtry; for want of whom, the 
next a-kin have that Dignity. 
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CHAP. IX. 
The Ceremones of the Chriſtuan 
of Colchis, or Mengretia, 


the Georgians, Circaſſans, 
and others. 


(a) Co!- 'HE Chriſtians of (a) Co/- 


-- »We chis, (b) Georgia and (c) Cir- 
tia, is a Caſ/ta,, and their Borderers,- almoſt 


_ the ſame in Religion with the $4 
k n -&@,* 

Georgia, $eans, or Chriſtians of St. John, 
rowara; the celebrate their Marriages in this 


2-7 4 manner. If the Biſhop or Prieſt 


Sea, which be not in the Church when they 


bouna's it on HEME . , 
the wan, B82 £0 be married, which is done 


(b) Geor- upon ſudden Reſolutions, they go 
gia # © to their Houſes, the Place being 


great Cours 

zry in Aſta lying between the Caſpian Sea to the Eaſt, and the 
Euxine ?0 the ft, and bounded on the North by Circaſlia, 
Comamia, and all the Dominians of the Czar of Muſcovy ; 
and on the South by Schirran, a Province of Perſia, 

(c) Circaflia is a vaſt Space of Growd, extended from 
the Cimerian Boſphorus, and the Fens of Mzotis, on the 
Eaſtern Shoavr of the Euxine Sea, for 500 Miles ; and reachs 
ing 2009 towards the North, 
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try indifferent to them. The 
iniſter has two Crowns, which 
puts on their, Heads, with theſe 
ords; uſed according to the Per- 
13hn, Let the Servant of God N. be 
waned by the Servant of God N. 
hen he ſews their Clothes toge- 
er; gives thema Glaſs of Wine, 
which they both drink ; and 
tting the Thread thar held their 
arments, all the Ceremonies of 
cir Marriage are ended, though 
[tb Conſent be then declared on ci- 
ſer ſide. The Circaſſtans uſe no 
?, ther Ceremony, than -only the 
S Fromiſe which is made before Wit- 


7 Þke another Wife as long as the 
e rſt "lives, unleſs compelled by 
me weighty Motive. 


THE 
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Marriage Ceremonies, 
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The Rites obſerved in the Mais 
riages of the Mahometans. _ 


LL the 7urks may hail 
four lawful Wiyes, an 
as many more Slaves} 


nay, as many as they c 
maintain. Thoſe Slayes are fre 
by whom they haye a Son ; n 
can- their Maſters fell them anf 
more, but may give them away 
All their Prieſts may marry, ex 
cepting the Derviſes, that are n 

[4 
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the R7/10105s in the Church of Rome. 
The 7urts may turn away, and 
take their Wives again four times ; 
and . may not only marry thoſe 
who arc a-kin to them, bur the 
neareſt ; concluding, a double Tic 
makes the Friendſhip ſtronger. 
When tiney have a mind to mar- 
ry, the neareſt Relations on both 
ſides mect together, to agree the 
Dowry the Husband ſhall give his 
intended Wife ; for Parcntrs givc 
nothing to their Daughters ; as 
was allo obſerved among the Chri- 
{tians of the Eaſt, This being 
done, the Man ſends the Father 
of - his Miſtreſs, or her next Rela» 
tion, the Summ agreed, that part 
may be laid out in Colthes and 
Houſhold-Furniture, according io 
the Quality of the Perſons; and 
the reſt left in her Hands, or her 
Relations; without whole Con- 
jent, he can never pretend any 
Diſpoſition thereof. However, 
moſt Fathers contribute ro the 
Charge of the Marriages. Aad 

D that 
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that Things may be done with the 
greateſt Decorum, the Care of all 
the Prepararion is left to a Friend 
of the Bridegroom, who is called 
SAGOLS. | 


The Bride continues always co- 
vered eight Days before Mar- 
.riage ; and ſhe is not to be ſeen 
otherwiſe, ſo much as by the Re- 
lations of her intended 'Husband, 
who goes about all the while with 
a Friend, inviting his Relations 
and Friends to be at his Wedding. 
Thoſe that are invited, fend their 
Preſents the Day before, accor- 
ing to the Degree of the Perſons:: 
And the ſame Day the Bride 
bathes, and is waſhed by two or 
three Women, with great Care: 
Which Action is ſo ſolemn among 
them, that when ſhe goes ro the 
Bath, her neareſt Relations walk 
before her, with lighted Torches 
in their Hands. By means of a 
Duſt, which they call F/cana, they 
make the Hair of the Bride red ; 
as 
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as alſo her Nails, the Palms of 
her Hands, her Feet, and her 
Heels. 

The Marriage-day being come, 
the Bridegroom ſends a Prefeat to 
the Cas, or Judge, deſiring his 
Advice about the Dowry he gives 
his Bride. That done, the Sagois ; 
his particular Friend, accompanied 
by all the Gueſts, with a great 
Number of Muſical Inſtruments, 
Drums, Pipes and Trumpcts, gocs 


to the Bride's Houſe: Being come 


thither, he is intreated, with his 
Company, to ſit down ; and aftcr 
a Banquet, the Bride's Father takes 
her by the Hand, and delivers her 
to the Sagois, who preſently ſets 
her on Horſeback, and carries her 


to the Bridegroom's Houſe : All 
the Relations and Gueſts follow 


her ; and after them, Carts and 
Horſes that carry the Furniture. 
The Bride rides with a Veil over 
her Face, and an Umbrella over 
her Head ; having on cach fide 
her Servants, Chamber-maids and 

D 2 Nurſes, 
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Nurſes, that lament the Loſs of 
her Virginity. In the mean time, 
ſhe ſalures all ſhe meets by the 
Way, bowing her Hcad ; which 
Women may never do, only On 
raat Day. 

When ſhe is come to the Bridc- 
groom's Houle, ſhe gets oft her 
Horſe, and he recciving her, car- 
ries her, with the other Women, 
12to a Chamber diſtintt from thar 
of the Men ; where, after Supper, 
the Ball begins. When every one 
is withdrawn, the Sagozs takes the 
Bride by the Hand,. and leading 
her to the Bridegroom' s Chamber, 
delivers her to the Eunuchs, that 
look after her till he comes. 
When he 4s with her, he takes 
oft her Veil firſt, then all the reſt 
of her Clothes, ſhe pretending 
ſome Reſiſtance, eſpecially at the 
laſt... The next Day the Sagozs 
makeshis Complements and Jeſts 
with the Bridegroom, while the 
Bride is taken by hcr Relations 
and Chamber-maids to a Barh, 

where 
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where they waſh her all over a- 
gain. 

Theſe ar2 the Ceremonies uſed 
by Perſons of Qualicy : The or- 
dinary People do it with lels Pomp 
and Noiſe. The 7urks may mar- 
ry their Siſters, provided they be- 
gin with the eldeſt ; for if they 
begin with the youngeſt, they can- 
not marry the others, 

The Aratians formerly took 
their Wives for a Time certain, 
expreſly agreed : And that there 
might be ſome Shew of Marrimo- 
ny in their Contract, the Wife 
gave her Husband for Portion a 
Bearded Arrow : However, ſhe 
was to leave him at the Time Ji- 
mited. This proceeded from the 
great Luſt that reigned in both 
Sexes cqually delighting all their 
Lives in Change; infomuch, that 
a Woman has been married in one 
place, was brought to Bed in an- 
other, and bred up her Children 
in a third, without ever enjoying 
any Repole. 

D 3 Thoſe 
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fa)Arabia Thoſe of (a) Arabia Felix had 
c . . . | . 

large Con their Wives in every Houfe in 
yin Alia, common, who lay with the moſt 
and i: 4 YJiporous. He that came firſt, left 
wvided into, . © , 
treeparts; his Staff at the Woman's Chamber- 
_ ; Door; which was aSignthar Place 

{cI Fg 
[af of at! Was taken up. It was eſteemed 
Mvey any Adultery, lying with a Man of an- 
4 Ml other Family, 
iix , the: 
greateſt of all thre?, ani lies extended to the South and Eaſt 3 
and is encompaſſed on-all ſid:s by the Sea,. except towards the 
North, where it bounds on the other two Arabia's: There are in 
it many Kingdoms, and greas Cities, Petrza, or the Stony 
Arabia, {ics more Weſt. 

Now the Arabizns marry as ma- 
ny Wives as they pleaſe, without 
ever rejecting any, as the Turks 
do; bur buy them, and only ob- 
ſerve never to:take any that 1s not 
of their Family, or Tribe. As to 
other Formalitics, they obſerve the 
ſame Ceremonies in. their Marria- 

es as the Turks, 

When the Per/ans make Love, 
and will ſhew their Miſtreſſes that 
they are very aftectionate and 
faichful, they burn themſelves on 


{ome 


UM 
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ſome part of thzir Bodics, by ſet- 
ting fire to their Clothes, ſo that 
the Burning may be viſible, and in 
this manner preſent themſelves to 
them; who, if they accept them, 
have ſo much Pity as to fend Fil- 
lets and Searfs of Silk, ro wrap up 
their Sores: And thoſe are always 
molt eſteemed, that put themſelves 
tothe greateſt Pain. They marry 


- many Wives, which they may: part 


UMI 


with : The Nobility have as many 
as they pleaſe; but the Common- 
alty exceed not Seven. The Day 
appointed for the Marriage of any 
Great Perſon, his Relations and 
Friends get together at his Houle, 
dreſſed in his Livyeries : Others 
thatarenot ſuch particularFriends, 
are dreſs'd as they pleaſe, bur as 
fine as they can. The Bride goes 
from her Houſe on Horſeback, 
with her Relations and Friends 
alſo on Horſes, with many Singers 
before. The Bridegroom comes 
likewiſe” from his Houſe in the 
ſame Order; that is, with a-Train 

D 4 of 
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of his Relations and Friends; and 
the two Troops being met, they 
g0-rogether to the Bride's Houſe, 
where they have a Ball. When it 
is time to go to Bed, two Men 
conduct the Bridegroom into the 
Bride's Chamber, who comes in 
2nother Way : The Company con- 
rinue dancing; and about Mid- 
night an old Women comes in to 
them, with a Cloth having the 
Signs of rhe Bride's Virginity ; 
which being preſented to theBride- 
2c0m's Relations and Friends , 
ehey appcar well contented: But 
when theſe cannor be ſhewn, ſome 
old Women take the Bride from 
Bed, and the Bridegroom rejets 
her in the preſence of the Com- 
pany, after he has paid her a ſmall 
Summ of Money ; and then her 


Parents carry her home in great 
Affliction. 


The 
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The Inhabitants of the Iſlands (a) Cam 
of (a) Cambaya, Palendura, and the _ e's 


(b) Maldives in Aha, obſerves this :. Eat- 
peculiar Ceremony. in their Mar- Indies, «- 


. '”” . A 
AY: J a7; M; b 


riages : When the Partics are a- ;;, 71, ,- 
greed, the Bride ſends two of her Borneo ; 


: _— 
neareſt Relations by her Father's 33", 


/ 


Side, who are authorized to fre- w:t4 the 
preſent her. Theſe, with the Bride- = 
groom, g0 before their Miniſter, «© «e z-/ 
called Pandiaro, or Naibo; who wh 
| of Colchin. 
rakes the Bridegroom by theHand, *(1, ) 7;. 
and asks him if he will marry the Maldives 
Woman propos'd, and on the Con- _—_ Ks 
ditions offer'd : He asks the Bride's /anas, va/? 
Friends the ſame : And after Con- Fw 
ſent declar'd, the utual Ceremos 4.4!e for 
nies are perferm'd in preſence of N-7% 
the Relations, who are Wirtneſles 
of this Contract. They gothence 
to the Woman, who is expecting 
them at home; where they are en- 
tertain'd, and have Muſick, Ma- 
ny go: then to complement the 
New-marricd, to whom they ſend 
Preſents ; as the Bridegroom does 


ro the Pixdiaro that marricd him, 
D 5 and 
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and to the King and Queen, if the 
Marriage be where they reſide. 
When the King himſelf Marries, 


all his Subje&s are ovlig'd to | 


make him Preſents; as, Cloth, 


Turbants., Meats, Fruits. and. | 


Flowers. 


They may have at the ſame 
time three Wives, if able to main- 
min them ; but not more: And. 
when all are ar home, the Hus- 
band is oblig'd to. divide himſelf 
equally among them, and co-habit 
as long with one as another. The 


Women bring nothing to their 


Husbands, who are to accomnio- 
date them. with what they want, 
and to be at the charge of the 


Wedding, beſides allotting them: 
a Dowry, which they call Razs. 


The Men marry when they pleaſe ; 
but the. Women. are married by 
their Parents, when they are Ten: 
or Eleyen Years old, to the firſt 
that deſires them. The Orphans, 
or. thoſe that haye no Mother a- 
live, are oblig'd to ſtay till Fifteen; 

Years.. 
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Years. The Pand/arii, or Nail, 
the Miniſters of their Temples, 
ask if thoſe who are to be mar- 
ried be either Brothers and Sitters, 
or Couſins, or whether uſed to 
call fo; for if that has been at 
any time, though long ſince, ſuch 
an imaginary Relation is ſufficient 
ro hinder any Marriage. The 
Husband may leave his Wife at 
any time, if ſhe conſent ; and tho' 
ſhe does not, he may leaye her, 
paying her Dowry. 

Through all the Iſle of (a) Cey- (a) Cey- 
lan, Men may marry as many ANY 
Wives as they can keep, and take jan in 
them at Ten Years old, as in the '# Faſt 
Iſles of Cambaya, and the Mal- My 
dives. _ oye 


compaſs, and contains nine Kingdoms ; the princpal of which 
is, the Kingdim of Candic, in the middle f the INnand. 


The 


(76) 
The Mahometans in the Ike of 
(b)Java (4b) Java may have no moxe than 
5 troy four or five Wives; bur as many 
zh: Eaſt- Concubines as they pleaſe, and 
_ can maintain. The Wedding-Day, 
Leagues in their Friends, Slaves and Dome- 


length. It (4: : 
is divided ſticks are richly habited, and ſet 


into nine before the Houſes of the Bride- 

Kingamn', groom and Bride many Pikes, 
*n2 greateſt © . ' . 

of which i; With Fringes'of White Cotton and 

8anram. Red; and diſcharge ſeveral Guns. 

Afternoon, the Bridegroom gocs 

forth in this manner : Four Men 

go firſt, that have many Sticks 

faſten'd to a Pole, which others 

ftrike with little Sticks : Theſe arc 

follow'd again by others, who car- 

ry long Drums, which they bear 

cither with Sticks,or their Hands : 

After theſe, others ſtrike againſt 

Sticks ried about their Necks. ; 

and of them there are often Sixty, 

Eighty, or an Hundred, according 

to the Condition of the Bride- 

groom: Then you ſec others again 

with Peacocks Feathers, and Hor- 

tes Tail ; and they follow'd by 

Thirty 
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Thirty or Forty, arm'd with 
Shields, Darts and Swords, who 
from time to time ſtop in the 
Streets, to {ſtrike togerher, or 
dance, for the Diverſion of the 
SpeCtarors : There are others with 
Drums and Sticks follow'd by 
Thirty Young Women, richly 
dreſs'd ; ſome carrying Flowers, 
others Pictures, little Gilt Boxes, 
Moveables, and Habits of all ſorts, 
to preſent from the Bridegroom, 
to the Bride. The Women follow 
immediately, whq likewiſe carr 
divers Pieces of Houſhold-fluff, 
The Bridegroom is on Horſeback, 
richly dreſs'd,. having two of his 
molt intimate Friends riding on 
each ſide of him ; and a great 
Number of Perſons invited to the 
Wedding conclude the Shew. 
When they arc come to the Bride's 
Houſe, all the Drums ſtay for the 
Bridegroom at the Door ; and the 
Men that carry the Arms make a 
Lane for the Women that have the 
Furniture; after whom, the Bride- 
groom 


(78) 
groom arriving, he diſmounts, 
and then the Bride appears with a 


Veſlel of Watcr, who on her Knees: * 
waſhes his Feet; and taking him 


by the Hand, leads him into the 
Houſe, where they continue ſome 
time together : Then he, leading 


her, goes out with all the Com- | 


pany ; and in the ſame Order as 
before, they go to his Houſe, where 
the Bridegroom enters fir{t, then 
all the Gueſts, who are entertain'd 
at the Marriage-Feaſts for three 
Days together. 
The Inhabitants of the Iſles of 
(a)7he 19-5 (a ) Molucca, that have {till ſome 
7 Moluc- Relicks of Idolatry with the Ma- 
and [may Hometan Religion, which the Per- 
Ilands to. frans 2nd Arabians have introduc'd 
—»wny there, may have as many Wives 
Shoar ef the as he can keep; but are ſo-jea- 
4 4 GE Jous, they ſuffer no one to ſee 
0lo, in the 
Eat-In- them at home ; and yet ſo luſtful, 
dies. there are few that have not ſome 
Correſpondence abroad. He that 
deſires a young Woman in Mar- 


riage, cannot fee her, unleſs all 


£* 
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be firſt agreed ; then he ſees her, 
and is oblig'd at the ſame time to 


” take his Bride he never ſaw be- 


fore, and carry her home with 
him. 

Thoſe of Barbary, eſpccially 
fuch as are rich, marry many Wo- 
men, which they buy nor, as other 
Turks, but have Portions with: 
them. They retain-in their Mar- 
riages many Rites lefr them by rhe 
Goths and Yandals, who govern'd 
in theſe Parts; 'but are ſo jealous, 
that the Married Women dare 
ſcarce ſhew their Faces uncover'd 
to their own Fathers. 

The Moors of Morocco have ma» 
ny lawful Wives, beſides the Con- 
cubines the Alcoran permits. When. 
they marry, -they go to the Cadis, 
or Judge, with a Notary, and 
Witneſſes, and draw up. the In- 
{trument of Marriage ; that is, 
write what the Husband gives the 
Wife ; and this they call the Co- 
daſca, becauſe in theſe Countries: 
the Parents give not Fortunes to 

their 


(80) 
their Daughters, as in Barbary : 
and when the Husband leaves 
them, ( a Practice allow'd, ) he 
pays them what he has engag'd. 
They have great Rejoicings ar 
their Marriages ; and great Ex- 
pences, eſpecially among Pe:ſans 
of Quality, that thence comes the 
Prove:b, Li Chriftiani ſpendono tu!-+ 
te le loro inchezze in lit, ty Ebret 
ella loro Paſqua, e Ii Mori nelle loro 
Nozze. The Chriſtians ſpend al 
they have in Law ; the Jews, in 
their Paſſover ; and the Moors, 
in tveir Marriages. The Wedding- 
Day the Bride rides on a Mule 
richly harneſs'd, and is hid in a 
{fort of Tower, made with Hoops, 
and coverd with Tapeſtry, fo 


that ſhe is not ſeen by any one, |. 


though through a thin Veil the 
can ſee the People; and in this E- 
quipage goes through' the City, 
follow'd by many Mules. laden 
with Gold, given her for her Dow- 
ry. Menand Women follow the 
Mules; the Women only ſing, or 


rather | 
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rather howl, ina manner, enough 
to ſtrike Terrour, rather than ex- 
cite Mirth; among which Cryings 
arc hcard double Drums, after the 


* Mooriſh Way, which make another 


very odious Noiſe. This Proceſ- 
ſion cnded, they go to Dinner, 
and then return to the publick 
Place ; where, if the Bridegroom 
be a Man of Quality, all his 
Friends get on Horſeback again, 
and exerciſe with the Lance before 
the Bride for two or three Hours, 
and then all go home. 

If the Bride be a Perſon of very 
great Quality, ſhe rides on a Cas» 
mel richly habited, as before, on- 
ly the Clothes that hang down are 
Silk and Gold Broccades,and when 


; ſhe has gone round the principal 


Places of the City, is brought 
back to her Father's Houſe, then 
to her Husband's; where all the 
Gueſts meet together, to dance 
and feaſt. If the Husband finds 
not his Wife a Maid, he rejects 


her, and ſends her home, _ 
| a 
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all ſhe has brought : Bur if, on the 
contrary, he finds her what he 
deſires, the Feaſts are doubl'd the 
next Day. TheFews obſerve here | 


the ſame Cuſtoms. 
The Inhabitants. of the King- | 


dom of Fez, as ſoon as the Father | 


has promis'd his Daughter to him 
tnar ſued for her, uſe to get toge- 
ther the Relations and Friends on 
both ſides, inthe Moſques; where 
rwo Notaries, in the preſence of 
Wirneſſes, write the Marriage- 
Contract : 'Then the Bridegroom 
takes all his Company to Dinner : 
The Father of the Bride likewiſe 
treats. his Friends. When the 
Bridegroom brings his Bride home, 
he ſends a Litter, cover'd with Silk 
and Broccades; and ſhe is attend- 
ed by their Relations, and common 
Friends, with much Muſick. The 
married Men go firſt, with Torches 
in their Hands; and their Wives 
follow, with the like. They aſl 
go to the great Piazza, where the 
Bridegeoom;” having ſaluted the 

Father 
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Father and Relations of his Bride, 
cakes leave of them ; and making 
haſte, goes ro expect the Compa- 
ny at his Houſe, when they are 
come, the Father delivers the Bride 
either to the Bridegroom's Mo- 
ther, or to himſelf, who is ſhur 
up with her : If he finds her a 
Virgin, the Entertainments fol- 
low; if not, he gives her to her 
Relations, and they return. with- 
out any. 

They make three Feaſts in the 
the Solemnity of their Marriages ; 
the firſt, that Night the Brids is 
brought home ; the ſecond, the 
next Day, which is only for the 
Women; and the third, the 1ec- 
yenth Day, when they ſay the 
Bride is made a Woman ; and at 
this, her Father, Mother, and all 
her Relations bcar a part. That 
Day the Father makes Preſents 
to his Son-in-law;. as, Sweet- 
meats, and Shcep. When the Hul- 


| band goes firſt abroad, which he is 


not uſed to do till the Seventh 
Day, 


(34) 
Day,. they have a Cuſtom for him 


to buy Fiſh, and bring them home, 
and give them: cither to his Mo- 


ther, or ſome other Woman, who | 


caſts them at his Wife's Feet, as a 
Sign of good Luck, 

Beſides theſe three Entertain- 
ments, they havetwo others in the 
Father's Houſe ; one the Day be- 
fore the Marriage of his Daughter, 
when they dance all Night ; the 
other the Day after, for the Wo- 
men that drels'd the Bride. Theſe 
do their Duty with much Ceremo- 
ny ; for they adorn her Head with 
much Wantonneſs, colour her Lips 
with Vermilion, paint her Hands 
and Feet' with a ſhining Black, 
laying on little things that will 
not laſt long ; at which time the 
Bride is expos'd in an eminent 
Pace; that ſhe may be ſeen by 
all. 

When ſhe is. gone to her Huſ- 
band's Houſe, her Friends ſend 
many large Veſlels, full of Bread 
ſteep'd in Oil, and Honey, and of- 

Ten 


| te 
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| ten whole Sheep roaſted ; and he 
invites many Perſons to his Feaſt, 
among whom he diſtributes rheſe 
Preſents. 

If a Widow marry, it is done 
with lefs noiſe:: And in the En- 
tertainment they give only Beef, 
Mutton and Pullets,all boil'd :The 
Number of the Gueſts muſt nor 
excced tenor twelve Perſons. The 
Common People feaſt ar leaſt Ex- 
pence; for at their Marriages 
they have a great Wooden Plat- 
ter, with Minc'd Meat and Pots 
tage. 

Thoſe of Alziers and Tunis do 
not imitate the other Mahometans 
in the great Multiplicity of their 
Wives, but are-content with one 
or two ; for they are oblig'd ſtrict- 
ly to obſerve an Equality among 
them, and to treat them in the 
tame manner, aſligning to each the 
fame Quantity of Moveables and 
Service. This hinders not their 
being Rivals, and having cruel 
Hatrcds to ene another, which 


deſcend 


_ 


— 
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deſcend. to their Children, and are 


ofren the Cauſes of many Trage- 
dics. . They are in Love, as ©- 


thers, withour ever ſecing their| 


Miſtreſſes; but having obtain'd 
them of their Parents, they aſſign 
the Dowry, which muſbbe accept- 
ed by them. Some Days before 
the Marriage, the Lover fends his 
Miſtreſs divers forts of Meats, 


and they make a Feaſt and Ball at} 


both their Houſes. In her own 
Houſe, the young Woman ſits on 


the Ground, for in Barbary they, 


uſe no Chairs nor Stools; and 
while they dance, the changes her 
Dreſs oftentimes, appearing among 
them with her Hands and Arms 
painted, and ſometimes her Face 
all coverd with divers Jewels. 
About Night ſhe is conducted, 
with her Face cover'd, attended 
with Drums, and other Inftru- 
ments of Muſick ; and her Huſ- 
band takes her, and is ſhut up 
with her in his Chamber, while 
all her Relations anxiouſly expe 
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to know whether ſhe be found a 


-| Virgin, that they may go on with 
-| the uſual Rejoicings on the like 


Occaſions. The New-Married 
continue ſeyen Days at home, 
without going abroad, only the 
Husband goeth forth to the Bath, 
which he is oblig'd to do as often 
as he enjoys his Wife, 
The Moors of Ezypt have many 


Wives, which they keep in the 


ſame Serag/o, or Cloiſter, where 
every one has her particular Chame 
ber:: But the Moors of Granada, 
that were driven from Spain, cal- 
led Moros Francos, can have no 
more than one Wife. Thoſe of 
Feypt, 'the better to aſſure their 
Miſtreſſes of their Aﬀections for 
them, burn their Bodics with red 
hot Irons, and-cut their Arms in 
many places before:them ; and if, 
at ſuch an Action, their Miſtreſics 
kiſs rheir Hands, it is a Sign they 

ſhall obtain what they deſire. 
Thoſe who inhabit Jalofarum 
and Sexeza, among the Negroes, 
marry 
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marry as many Wiyes as they can 
keep ; though they ſhew greater 
Honour to ſome, than others, ac- 
cording to their Birth, or Worth 
of their Families. As ſoon as a 
Woman is known tc be withChild, 
her Husband muſt nor lie with her 
any more till ſthe is brought to 
Bed. 

The 7artars that are Subjects to 
the Moſcouvites marry many Wives; 
and the more they have, are c- 
ftcem'd the richer, and more re- 
ipeted ; and that makes them 
ſtrive which ſhall have moſt. 

The Zartars de Procop, called 
the Little Tartars, have alſo many 
Wives : They buy oftentimes 
Slaves, that they oftentimes make 
their Wives; by whom, if they 
have Children, and live yertuout- 
ly, they are treated very honour- 
ably ; and therefore often have ve- 
ry modeſt and obedient Wives, 
being deliver'd from the Miſery of 
Slavery, to the Liberty of Mar- 
riage, There rcigns ſuch an hor- 


rid 
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rid Jealouſie among theſe 7artars, 
that they never ſuffer their Wives 
to go to Qhurch, or any where, 
without them : And they are the 
ſame to their Concubines, though 
they have a very great Number of 
them. When any Man dies after 
Marriage promis'd, the Woman is 
notallow'd to marry, becauſe they 
think they ſhall meet in the other 
World, and conſummate there. 
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Marriage Ceremonies. 


—_—— 
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The Cuſtoms and Ceremontes ob- 
ſerved mn the Marriages of the 
Idolaters and Pagans, 


HE HInd;ans are cither Pa- 
gans, Mahometans, Jews, 
Chriſtians of St, Thomas, 
or Reman-Catholicks ; bur 

as they all follow in their Marria- 
ges thoſe Rules their Religion pre- 
{cribes them, we wall diſcourſe in 
this Part oaly of thoſe that remain 
ye: in the Darkneſs of Paganiſm, 


and Haolatry. 
In 
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In ſome Places, the Pagans have 


_ only one principal Wife, (bur as 


many others as they pleaſe,) with 
whom Contract is commonly made 
at Marriage, that they ſhall caſt 
themſelves into their Husband s 
Funeral-Pilc. Their Marriages are 
celebrated eight Days, with Mu- 
ſick, Balls and Feaſts ; and all that 
time the Gueſts apply themſelves 
to nathing but Singing, Dancing, 
and all ſorts of Rejoicings. They 
dance after their manner, two and 
rwo together, in divers Couples ; 
when they mcet, they change two 
little Sticks they hold in ' heir 
Hands. 

The People of (a) Cunkan and (a) Cuns+ 
(b) Balagatta marry their Sons at _ ff. 
Seven or Eight Years of Age, and x;»awmin 
makethem conſummate atTwelve. - Eaſt- 
Before the Marriage, the Relations 1) zu 


entertain a Fortnight, fitting at gatta, or 
Table almoſt Day and Night, 2*'2nz- 


D ”"h, & 4 

Drums and Trumpets playing. Courtry of 
Alia, a 

mong Mountains, in a Peninſula of India, near the River 


Ganges, | 
E 2 The 
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The Wedding-Day all the Rela- 
tions meet together At rhe Bride- 
groom's Houle, and fitting on the 
Ground, confirm the Marriage ; 
after which, to add greater Force 
to their Promiſes, they walk ſeven 
times round the Fire. They mar- 
ry always with Perſons of their 
own Rank ; and the Bride brings 
nothing to her Husband, but a lit- 
tle Jewel of ſmall value. | 
(a) Bima- Thoſe of the Kingdom of (a)Biſ- 
gr # © nagar haye no determinate Num- 
- and grea; Der of Wives; and when Married, 
Corry in the King, for a ſmall Summ from 
1a: the Women, will, upon their De- 
fire, looſe them from the Bands 
of Matrimony, and grant them Li- 
berty to marry others ; All the Ce- 
remony of this Divorce is only 


laying a Piece of Iron on the Was, 


man's Shoulder,. who is by that 
ſer frez. There are in that King- 
dom, many Parents, that by Vow 
conſecrate their Daughters Virgi- 
nity :o tome Idol; and when that 


is done, they are conducted by 
Night, 
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Night, when all their Relations, to 
the 'Temple ; when come thither, 
they get upintoa Stone-Pulpir, all 
adorn'd with Tapeſtry and Cloth 
of Gold, and in the preſerice of 
them all, embrace the Idol three 
times. 

Thoſe of Canara obſcrve the ſame 
Rites in their Marriages, as thoſe 
of Cunkan. 

The People of (b) Malabar, that (b) Mala- 
inhabit the Coaſt of /rdia on this ,,,pp,,;* 
ſide Ganges, are divided into the ſ#/9,vr Pre 
Bramini, Nairi, and Macheft, that |); 7 - 
are the meaneſt of them:—The firft Faft-In- 
are the moſt reſpeted, and uſes 
different Manners of Living. They 
marry very young, that is, at Se- 
ven or Eight Years of Age : They 
never make an Alliance with any 
of another Rank, and may marry 
twice. The Nairi, who live in 
the Country, cannot only marry 
with none but of their own De- 
gree, bur are prohibited more than 
one Wife, Ir is not ſo with the 
Women ; they may have three 

E 3 Huſ- 
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Husbands, all at the fame tinge, 
who, withour any Jealouſie, con- 
tribute to the Majntcnance of her 
and her Children. When one of 
the Husbands goes to the Wife's 
Houſe, he leavcs his Arms at the 
Door,and the others take care not 
to enter till he is gone. 

The Women of Malabar are ve- 
ry Amorous; and therefore, as 
ſoon as their Daughtcrs are Four- 
tcen, their Parents marry them, to 
preſerve the Honour of their Fami- 
ly, of which they are not very 
jealous ncither ; concluding, they 
merit greater. Eſtcem, the more 
Lovers they have. They uſe ma- 
ny Ceremonics and Rejoicings in 
their Marriages. As ſoon as the 
Marriage is agreed, they go to the 
Temple, or Pagodo, to preſent the 
Bridegroom and Bride to their 
Prieſts: After fifteen Days, rhe 
Relations and Friends of the Bride 
conduct her to her Husband's 
Houſe, where they paſs the Time 
in Diverſions of Muſick and Balls, 

which 
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which only the Women make, and 
are admir'd by the Men for their 
Dreſling and Beaury. They give 
to all, even Strangers, Refreſh- 
ments. After the manner of the 
Country, the New-married fi in 
a rais'd Throne, richly habited, 
and ſo loaded with Jewels,they can 
{carce bear them. The Room where 
theſe Feaſts are made, is always 
richly furniſh'd with Gold, Arras, 
and Silk; and twice a Day they 
cover ' the Table, ro Treat the 
Gueſts, at the Expence of the Huſ- 
band; the Bride returning home 
every Night, with the Women ap- 
pointed to wait on her. Ar laſt, 
fifreen Days being ſpent in: Re- 
joicing and Feaſting, the New- 
married get upon an Elephant, 
richly dreſs'd, ſitting on two Seats, 
and are follow'd by all their Train, 
which goes on foot through the 
Ciry: They ſtopatRelations Hou- 


| fes, who preſent Sweat-Meats to 


the Compony, and caſt divers O- 
doriferous Liquors upon the Ele- 
"4 phant ; 
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phant ; no one omitting to do 
ſomething, for tat would be a ve- 
ry great Negle&t. The Cavalcade 
ended, they all go to the Pagado, 
or Temple ; thence to the Bride's 
Houſe, where they conſummatethe 
Marriage ; and every one in the 
Train departs after he has made a 
Preſent to him that led the Elephant. 

When one of Conchin marries, 
whoſoever he is, he may not lie 
with his Bride the firſt Night ; 
bur is oblig'd to give her to a Bra- 
mino, Who lies with her. Theſe 
are ſo fear'd, and reſpeed, no one 
dares hinder them lying with any 
Woman; nay, the Common Peco- 
ple are ſo fooliſh, to belicye it a 
Favour, and good Omen. 

The Ma/leani, that live in the 
Mountains of Ma/abar, have only 
oneWife, who is always with them, 
even at Hunting. In this they dif- 
fer very much from other Pagans in 
thoſe Parts; who, to ſpeak Truth, 
have no Wives, all Women being 
common among them. 

In 
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In (a) Benzala they allow Poly- (a)Benga- 
gamy, according to their Abilities Ben- 


Shop pal, is a 
to maititain them, bur keep them eps 
. . I-92 21if- 
in-cloſe Cuſtody, ou 


the River Ganges, under the Great Mogu]: 7: is a wery 
fruitful Country, and extends 220 Leagues from Eaſt to Weſt, 
an: 120 from Norch to South. 


In (4) Pezu they have cxtraor- (b) Pegu, 
. - a k one of the 
dinary Ceremonies in their Mars- ,,;,;,,! 

riages. As they were heretofore —— 

much addicted to an unnatural”; Eatt 

Vice, their Queen made very fe- Kingdm of 

vere Puniſhments for thoſe ſhould F*82 »-- 

: : once a moſt 

be convicted of it, even to the irene Em- 

Burning themalive: And to divert 2+, ##: #s 

; 6 gh now ſo much 

the Fury of this infamous Luſt, ſhe ;,;,;1.,. 
commanded, the Women ſhould 
go almoſt naked, to attract Men's 
Love to them. When they mar- 
ry, they mult pay the Father of 
the young Woman a certain Sum 
agreed on; which he pays back if 
he will have his Daughter home, 
from any ill Uſage of her Hus- 
band, who may likewiſe leave her, 
only he is to keep anc. educate the 
Childcen, The Women being na- 


E 5 turally 
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turally extreamly Amorous, the 
Men are very nice in marrying 
them; making the ſtriteſ?Enqui- 
ries before they engage: And from 
hence it is, that many Fathers, to 
preſerve their Daughters Virgins, 
{ow up their Padenda, and in that 
Condition deliver them to their 
Husbands, that they may be aſcer- 
tain'd of their Honeſty. The King, 
and thoſe of greateſt Quality, lie 
not the firſt Night with their 
Wiyes; butadmir others, and pay 
them bountifully, that will give 
themſelves the Trouble. 
tz) Siam In (a) Szam, after the manner of 
— Pegu,they may marry many Wives. 
beynaGan But the Mahometans of thete Coun- 
ges, in the trjes obſerye not their ridiculous 


ſt-In- : 
= =” Ceremonies, fit only for a Nation 


blinded with Idolatry. 
The Chineſe marry their Sons 
very young, ſome Fathers marry - 
ing them as ſoon as they are born. 
The Husband gives the Wife a 
Dowry. The Wedding-Day, the 
Bride's Father makes a ſplendid 
Enter- 
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Entertainmen*, to which he invites 
all the Relations and Friends of his 
new Son. The next Day, the Fa- 
ther, or, * for want of him, the 
neareſt Kinſman of the Bridegrom 
does the ſame. After the Enter- 
tainment, the Husband gives the 
Dowry to his Bride, in preſence of 
all the Gueſts; which ſhe preſent- 
ly gives to her Father and Mother, 
if they be alive, for rhe, Trouble 
and Charges they have had in edu- 
cating her : And therefore here a 
Man 1s reckon'd rich, in propor- 
tion to the Daughters he has. The 
Father may uſe this Dowry with 
all Freedom ; but when he dies, it 
returns to his Daughter, for the 
Advantage of her Children, or to 
be otherwiſe dilpos'd of at her 
Pleaſure. A Man may have ma- 
ny Wives, but the firſt married is 
reckon'd his true Wife; thc other 
are only look'd upon as Friends, 
and often ford rodo the Drudge- 
ry of Servants: They live only 
with the firſt, keeping the others 
abroad 
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abroad ; and if Merchants, in Pla- 
ces where they traffick. 

They think it unlawful to mar- 
ry Siſters, or other nearRelations ; 
and obſerve not to take a Wife of 
their own Name, though no Rela- 
tion to them ; and marry the ſame 
Ageand Quality. The Conditions 
of their Mind are conſider'd more 
than Beauty : The ordinary Price 
they give for them, is, an Hun- 
dred Cthwns,and often leſs. The 
Common People buy and {ell their 
Wives at pleaſure. Mandoza, a 
grave Author, reports, that in the 
Provinces bordering on 7artary, 
the Governors and Vice-Roys pre- 
ſcribe a certain Time both ro the 
Men and Women, within which 
they are .oblig'd, either to ſhut 
themielves up in a Cloiſter, or 
marry. Whenthar Time is come, 
all that will marry, appear the ſet 
Day at a City appointed in every 
Province to that end. When there, 
they preſent themſelves to twelve 
principal Perſons, named by the 

Ki 12 ; 
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King; who take in Writing the 
Names of the Men and Women, 
and their Qualities; informing 
themſelves exatly what Dowries 
the'Men are able to give. After- 
wards they view the Liſt, both of 
the Men and Women, and if they 
find more Men than Women, or 
more Women than Men, they caſt 
Lots, and the others are married 
firſt che next Year. Six of the 
twelve Perſons divide the Men in- 
to three Claſſes ; pur the Rich in 
the firſt, without any Regard to 
their Breeding and Accompliſh- 
ments ; thoſe that are moderately 
ſo, in the next; and the Poor, in 
the laſt. While theſe make rhe Di- 
viſion in the Men, the others dt- 
vide the Women in three other 
Claſſes ; putring in one the faircſt, 
in another the leſs fair, and in the 
laſt thoſe that are leaſt handſom : 
They alling the lefsFair to the leſs 
Rich, without paying any thing 
for them ; the leaſt Handſom, ro 
the ' Poor ; and afterwards ſhare 

among 
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among tiem all the Money they 

havg oblig'd the Rich to pay. 

Thele Marriages being adjuſted in 

this manner, they have great Re- 
joicings in the Houfes the King 

has appointed them : For in every 

of thele, Cities there are Houſes 
furniſh'd with many Beds, and all 

things neceſſary for Living ; inſo- 

much that every one takes what 

he wants, and keeps them for 

fifty Days that the Feaſt laſts ; 

after which, they all return home. 

All theſe Circumſtances are ob- 

ſerv'd moſt by the Commonalry, 

and not by the Gentry, and Per- 

ſons of higher Rank, whoare not 
{ubjeted to- this Law, but may 

marry when, and how they pleaſe. 

Thole of (4) Japan have com- 

(a) Japan, Monly only one Wife, but are di- 
&Japonia, vorcd from her, and fend her 
-ScD beg home for very {mall Caaſes, and 
the Eaftern afterwards marry others. The 
5-99 4" Women have not the ſame Liberty, 
an Iſland | 
150 German Miles in length, and 70 broad. 


Ce  _ 
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The Feathen-T artars have many 
Wives, who live together in great 
Quict. They give Money to their 
Wives Mothers, as a Recompence 
for the Advantage receiv'd from 
them. The firſt Wife is look'd 
upon moſt lawful, and fo are the 
Children born of her. When the* 
Father dies, the Son may marry all 
his Wives, excepting his Mother, 
and her Siſters : They marry their 
Half-Siſters, after their Brother's 
Death ; and make very great En- 
tertainments at theſe Marriages. 

The People of ( a ) Zang and (a) Tan 
(b) Catay marry as many Wives as te. 

angu- 
they can keep: And if any poor cum, is « 
young Woman be beautiful, a rich *»z4m#n 
Man marries her preſently, and Tr 
gives her. Mother and Family a :»mrd; 
Reward to have her; as, Catrel, C_ 
Slaves, and oftentimes Money ; Indies. 
they valuing only Beauty. They (b) Caray, 
have to thirty Wives, more or lels,., _ f 
according to their Abilitics ; but Aſia,ſuppe- 
the firſt is always chicfeſt. And if/5, 9 
any is infirm, or not agrceable, z. (m-parr 
. they China. 
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they ſend her home. They marry 
their Refations, as the 7 artars do, 
even to their Step-morthers. 

In Caindu they have a Cuſtom 
different from the People of 7 anzur 
when they are married ; they in- 
vite all the Strangers that come in- 
to the Country to their Houſes, 
and leaye them freely with their 
Wives, who have a Counter-ſign - 
at the Door, which they take not 
away till they go, that the Hul- 

| bands may then return. 
(a) Caſcar In(a)Caſcar they leave Strangers 
a City axd with their Wives, without any Jea- 


—_— louſie. And in the Kingdom of 

ſtan, = Pein, if any one be abſent :wenty 

Tarrary. Days together, his Wife may mar- 
ay another Husband ; and Men 
may aftcr that Term marry again, 
where-cver they are. 

The Camnarin!, in the Ile of Goa, 
worſhip a naked Statue, to which 
they bring their Daughters when 
they will marry them, that they 
may pray for the happy Succeſs of 
their Marriage. The Prayer end- 
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cd, the Daughter is married to the 
firſt that ſeeks her. As to the Feaſts 
and Ceremonies obſery'd on' the 
Wedding-day, we have treated in 
the Chapter of the Chriſtians of 


Goa. 
The Negroes of Africa,that dwell 


in the Kingdom of Serralione, have 


in everyGity or Borrough anHouſe 
a-part from others, where their 
Daughters retire, and are inſtruct- 
ed for one Year, by an old Man, 
of a good Family, vertuous, and 
religious. At the ehd of the Year 
they come forth all rogether, well 
dreſs'd, and go into the publick 
Piazza, to dance to ſeveral Inſtru- 
ments of Muſick : Their Fathers 
are preſent; and the young Men 
chuſe whom they like beſt, giving 
ſomething to their Fathers before 
they marry them. They preſent 
alſo the old Many. for his Trouble 
of inſtructing and keeping them; 
then take them home, where they 
compleat the Ceremonies of their 
Marriages. 

In 
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(2)GuineaIn (a) Guinea, when the Sons are 

larce Coos 01d enough to marry, their Fathers 

iryinAfri- ſeek them Wives ; and when they 

+a ry have found to their Minds, give 

Ocemy, Them, and oblige them to take 

them, though never ſeen before. 

The Son has nothing from his Fa- 

ther, who ſends him naked ( if he 

has gain'd nothing by his own La- 

bour ) into-the World, to lay the 

Foundation of. his own Family. 

The Bride's Relations give them a 

ſmall Summ in Gold; and though 

very rich, add little more than 

what the Poor give; for what 

they receive is only. for the Ex- 

pence of the Feaſt. This Cuſtom 

1s ſo well obſcry'd, that the King's 

Daughters have no more than one 

Slaye to ſerye them. The Bride 

ſwears, in the Preſence of the 

Company, that ſhe will be faith- 

ful and preſerye her Conjugal 

Chaſtiry : Which Oath is never 
rcquir'd of the Husband, 

If, during the Marriage, a Man 

get ſo much, that he is able to 

main- 
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maintain another Wife, he cannot 
marry her without the Conſent of 
the firſt ; ro which if ſhe conſent, 
he is oblig'd to pay her ſo much; 
and the Woman 15 receiy'd into the 
Houſe, more as a Concuvine, than 
Wife. When the Husband obſerves 
his Wife grow old, he may forſake 
her, to marry a younger. How- 
ever, he keeps her in his Houſe, 
where ſhe is bound to give an 
Account of it, and ſerve the youn- 

er; look after the Kitchen, and 

o what pleaſes her Husband. 

The People of (a) Monomotapa, (1)Mono- 
in the Lower Erhiopta, marry, ac- motapa /s 
cording to their Abilities, as ma- ya fg 
ny Wives as they will ; but the rb-Seurhern 
firſt is the chiefeſt, the others ſerve — 
her; and her Children ſucceed in oF _ 
the Inheritance. No one may mar- ', 

1. X taining im 
ry a Woman paſt Child-bearing : ;: :; 7h» 
And when the Women are firſt Big, £ing4: ; 
there is great Joy in their Fami- — 
lies. The old women, when not North tothe 


' South, 250 
like to conceive, may not marry. Spontlh 


. The Virgins go naked till mar- L2agne.. 


ried, 
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ried, and then wear a thin Silk ;| : 


and when they have Children, 
cover their Bellies and Breaſts 
cloſer. 
(a) Zoco- The Inhabitants of (a) Zocotara 
—_—_ have the like Polygamy, and may 
ſula,Ogy- Change them art pleaſure, and that 
715, 4 7” by carrying them into a Marker, 
I//and : 
or :þe Or publick Place ; where they ex- 
Coat of change for others, either for a 
bar. 2a A. Time, or for ever. | 
frica. Thoſe of (4) Canada content 
(b) Cana- themſelyes with one Wife, though 
- ring, 4 they are not forbid many. 
the Noth The Samogo/i have many, not 
3 ſo much out of Luſt, as to gain 
Authority by Alliances, and a 
Mulritude of Children. The Fa- 
thers never endow, or give any 
thing to their Daughters : Nay, 
He that marries one of them, 
makes their Parents Preſents, in 
proportion to their Abilities, or 
the Beavty of their Daughter. 
They celebrate their Marriages 
folemnly, with Songs, - Muſick, 
Balls, and Panegyricks on the 


New- 


| 
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| is taken in Adultery, ſhe attones 
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New-Married. When a Woman 


for the Crime with her Life ; as 
does the Adulterer : Ir is not ſo 


with the unmarried Women, to 
whom it is no Diſhonour to 
have been enjoy'd by theirLovers. 

The Inhabitants of ( a) Florida 
have only one Wife, to diſtinguiſh (,) p1,,;. 
them from their Kings, and great da i: a ve. 
Lords, who have two or three ; Y wx. 7 as 
but on this Compat however, Country in 
that rhe firſt ſhall have the chief 7 2% 
Authority in the Houſe, and thar ETY 
their Sons ſhall inherit the Fathers 
Eſtates, or Government. Bur all 
theſe Wives apply themſeves in- 
differently ro the Care of the 
Houſe : And when one is with 
Child, the Husband muſt nor any 
longer lie with her. 

The Iſlanders of (a) Cuba, bes (,) cuba 
fore their Iſle was poſſeſſed by the »- - great 
Chriſtians, married at pleaſure, 7" Bo) of 


and only ſo long as they were Mexico,in 
to the South of Florida, wbich is one of the greateſt belonging 
Jo that part of the World, diſcovertd by the Spaniards. 


CON» 
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content to keep together ;, for the 
Separation was as well on the 
one fide, as the other, when they 

pleas'd. 
The Cacichi had divers Wives ; 
and all invited ro the 'Wedding, 
uſe the Bride at pleaſure, as well 
among Perſons of better Rank, as 

. the Commonalty. 

(b) Mexi- The (4) Mexicans, before they 
_— __ receiv'd the Chriſtian Faith, mar- 
North of A. Tied in this manner : They both 
—_— preſented themſelves to their 
New. © Prieſt; who taking them by their 
Spain, «ud Hands, ask'd them many Que- 
| Fly ſtions ; and laſtly, of their Deſire 
theſam: to be married together. Then 
_ ' raking the Skirt of the Woman's 
Spanih Veil, and that of the Man's Gar- 
"gdh ment, tied them together, and 
Indies,ang 1Ed them ſo faſten'd to the Bride's 
and mn Fouſe,. where was a great Fire 
Ss kindled ; they went ſeyen times 
round this Fire, and ſate down 
together ; which ended all the Ce- 
remonies, and the Marriage was 


compleat. : 
The 
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The Inhabitants of Cola, of 
New Gra#ata, are content with 
one Wife, whom they -may iree- 
ly leave ; as the VVomen may 
their Husbands with the ſame Li- 
berty, when they know they go 
aſtray. | 

Thoſe of Cxmana, [before they 
marry their Daughters, fend them 
into the publick Piazza's, that 
they may by Converſation learn 
the Burthens and Dutics of Ma- 
trimony. 'The Perſons of Note, 
and the Rich, marry many V'Vo- 
men at pleaſure; take all Tra- 
vellers to their Houſes, they meet 
in the Roads, and let them enjoy 
thoſe of their 'VVives they like 
beſt. 

In (a) Paria they may have (a) Paria 
many V Vives; but-one isMiſtreſs 7,5", 
of the Houſe, and commands the TerraFir- 
others. Thoſe of the meaneſt ma 
Condition have, at leaſt, TWO near the 
or three : And they may all, *'% 


when their V Vives begin to grow rhe pom 


old, turn them off, and take o- "2 9 4: 
Spaniards 
thers 
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— thers younger. The Prieſts teach 
them when they are young ; and 
from them they learn all neceſlary 
As. . 

(b)7h4: Ca= The (6b) Caribbees uſe the ſame 

ribbees, ” Cuſtoms ; But on the V Vedding- 

y- 

ſtands, are Day, and many Days after, they 

- mary f take their VVives, with great 

: Pand;, :ba; Noiſe and Attendance, into the 

be extends VVoods, where they hunt and kill 

gti all they meet with. 

the Coaft of Paria in America, to the 17: of Rico Porto. 

The 7opinanbous, Inhabitants of 

Brafil, in the Southern America, 

have no other Regard in their 

Marriages, but to Afinity in the 

firſt Degree, becauſe from the Se- 

cond- they may marry all their 

Relations. They allow Polyga- 

my, which gives them the Repute 

of being braye, and rich. "The 

Partiality they ſhew to one more 

than another, makes not the 0- 

thers jcalous; and they live all 

very peaceably. As to the Cere- 

monies ; He that has a Mind to 

a young VVoman, ſecks _ of 

1er 
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her Father, and next Relation; 
and when he has obtain'd Con- 
ſent, leads her home, and ſhe be- 
comes his Wife, They promiſe 
their Sons in their Childhood ; 
and when at Years, they . are 
bound to ſtand to rhe Will of 
their Parents. Yet the Husband 
may caſt oft his Wife upon any 
great Diſtaſte; as ſhe may alſo, 
on the like Occaſion; telling him 
plainly, ſhe leaves him, to ſeek 
another more civil Husband : And 
theſe Separations do not ſubject 
them to any Reſentment. 

In (a) Peru they had many (a) Peru is 
Wives before .they were Romany, "5 . 
Catholicks; yet only one was rec-$SmrbAmes. 
kon'd lawful. VVhen they woulda, 
marry any one, they went to her plmy «f 
Houſe, and, with the Father's God and 
Conſent, put her on an Oztoya, —_ = 
Which is a Shooe they uſe, and a: the Dij- 


ſo lead her home: VVhen they "=— 


| had a Virgin, the Oztoya was of Kingdom in 
VVool; if ſhe had been taken by **Ames 
others before, ir was of Ruſhes."*® 

OR F All 
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"All the Concubines were bound 
to honour the firſt Wife; and ſhe 
only, upon the Death of her Hus- 
band, put on Mourning for a Year, 
during which time ſhe could not 
marry again. 

The IHtatini and araes, that 
live in the Province of Sinta 
Croſe, have many Wives. There 
the 'Neice may marry her. Un- 
cle: And when the Daughter is 
a Year old, the Parents deſign 
her an Husband, who is always 
her next a-kin after the Second 
Degree They go to ſeek him; 
and for Confirmation of the 


Marriage agreed, carry him a | 


Bow, Arrows, and a Spade. If 
he takes chem, he is 'preſently 
conducted home, as a Son-in- 
Law, where he leartis to know 
and manage the Intereſts of his 
Brice, till ſhe is at an Age ca- 


pable to doit. VVhen a young , 


Man would get him a VVife, he 
go2s to her Parents, and pre- 
lents them a Bundle of Sticks. 

If 
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If they are receiv'd, it is a Sign 
the Motion is embrac'd ; and the 
Houſe from that time, 1s free to 
him. Soon after a Woman is 
married, ſhe makes a Shroud to 
bury her Husband, and 'another 
for her ſelf. 

In' (a) Guiana, or New Andaly- (3) Guia- 
fra, the Perſons of higheſt Qua- Pio 
lity, and richeſt, marry two or ! #n tbe 
three Wives, and often more z 39% A 
Commonalty being oblig'd to which fir 
one. The other Wives are bur j'7 ©*4" 
as Servants to the firſt. Thoſe 3a4irea 4y 
who have the greateſt Number of Fns'iſh, 

; urch and 
Women, are moſt eſteem'd, and french. 
reſpeted : In other things, they 
follow the Cuſtoms of Pers. 
There are in Syria a ſort of Peo- 
ple, called Drufra,, who by ſome 
are believ'd Chriſtzans; but in 
their. Actions, are neither Chrz- 
ftans, nor Jews. Theſe indiffe- 
rently marry their Daughters, 
Mothers, and Siſters; giving this 


for a Reaſon, That they have had 


Children by them, and not by 


F 2 others ; 
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others; and no one can forbid 
them the Uſe of their own. They 
have ſome Feaſts in the Year, 
when all the Men and Women 
meet together, to divert them- 
ſelves. There they feaſt in come 
mon; and after they have drunk, 
zive a mutual Liberty to enjoy 
thoſe Women they like moſt ; re- 
nouncing, on this Occaſion, any 
Propriety in their Wives. 

The Eaſtern Faponeft, common- 
ly call'd Lopes Satvatici,contrafts 
their Marriages in the preſence of 
their Parents and Friends; the 
firſt Ceremony being, Striking a- 
2ainſt a Stone, out of which he 
that makes the firſt fire come, is ec- 
ſteem'd the moſt excellent. The 
Marriage thus - eſtabliſh'd , the 
Bride, Treſw'd in Ermin Skins, or 
Sables, is ſet upon a tame Boar, 
and her Relations and Friends ac- 
company her to the Cave, or 
Tent , ( becauſe they have no 
Houſes, nor Cities, ) ſinging, and 
wiſhing them Health and _ 
The 
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The Bridegroom is alſo in Bears 
Skins, or Martins ; andfrom that 
time, they live together. They 
fail not Feaſting, and Dancing to 
ſome Ruſtick Mufick, and to ting 
the Praiſes of their Ancient Cap- 
tains in Verſe; in Memory of 
whom, to bewail their Deaths, 
their Singing is interrupted, and 
they lament, cry, groan, and caſt 
themſelves on the Ground ; with 
a Thouſand Contorfions, as der 


' ſperate Perſons, for fome great 


Loſs; after which, they returnto 
their Singing and Balls, and ſpend 
the Day in Feaſting. 


In the Southern Parts of (a)-Ma- (4) Ma- 
gellanica, when a Man likes a ge!lanica 


young V Voman, he demandsher of 


her Parents, in a full Aſſembly ; merica; f 
greatExtent 


and before he goes away, if her 


Parents conſent, he takes her,and Sourh pole. 


carrics her home, without more 
Ceremony. The Company get 
together the next Day to fealt ; 
after which, the Husband receives 
what is aſlign'd him in Dowry 

£& with 


\ 
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with his Wife, who is bound to 
exerciſe the ſame Trade and Pro- 
feſlion of Life as her Husband 
does, and to be never out of his 
ſight. When ſhe is falſe to her 
Conjugal Duty, her Husband 
fends her back to her Parents, 
who ſhaye her; and if her Hus- 
band be content to take her home 
again, ſhe is never more enjoy'd 
by him, bur oblig'd to ſerve him 
as long as ſhe lives, 
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